
 

Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Clifton  www.cliftondiocese.com  

Church of the Holy Ghost, Yeovil  

Parish Address: 73 Higher Kingston, Yeovil, Somerset, BA21 4AR  

Also serving  

Church of St Michael, Lightgate Road, South Petherton, TA13 5AJ  

Chapel of Our Lady and St Augustine of Canterbury, HMS Heron Royal Naval Air 

Station, Yeovilton, BA22 8HT  

Parish Office Email: yeovil.holyghost@cliftondiocese.com    

Parish Telephone: 01935-423549 (Parish Office Mobile 07856-989013) 

www.rc-churchyeovil.org 

facebook@yeovilcatholic 

CONFESSIONS: 4.15pm to 4.45pm on Saturday, after Mass on the First Saturday of 

the month, and also available on request.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: On request. Please inform one of the clergy if you are 

going into hospital. If possible, please seek anointing beforehand.  

BAPTISMS: By appointment. Adults seeking to know more about the Catholic Faith 

should speak to the Parish Priest, and/or come to the Journey in Faith (RCIA) sessions.  

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Six months notice for weddings.  

HOLY ORDERS: Any man considering a vocation to the Priesthood or Permanent Di-

aconate should speak to one of the clergy. 

Served by the Missionaries of Saint Francis de Sales (Fransalians - 

MSFS)  

Parish Clergy: Father Jean-Patrice Coulon MSFS; Father Jose Maliekal 

MSFS  

Priests resident in the Parish: Father David O’Regan;  Father Peter Clarke 

(Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham) 

Parish Administrator: Sue Chant (Monday, Wednesday and Friday 10am - 

12midday). Booking for Sunday Masses (not at St Michael, nor Sunday 

evening) via text on the Parish Office Mobile number: 07856-989013. 

Parish Safeguarding Officers: Mrs Margaret Gulliver and (Seeking 

Appointment). The Diocesan Safeguarding Office can be contacted at 0117

-954 0993. 

PARKING AT HOLY GHOST: The Car Park in the Marian Hall is 
controlled so that there is no improper use that does not pertain to the 
Parish. At this time, parking is not controlled during the times of 
advertised Masses and Services. 

http://www.cliftondioces.com


Mass and Service Times for the week ahead 

 Saturday 27 November - First Mass of Sunday  

5:00pm Maria George RIP (Mr George Joseph) Holy Ghost 

Sunday 28 November - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT (YEAR C) 

9:00am Pro Populo Holy Ghost 

9:00am Brigid Spellman RIP (Foundation Mass) St Michael’s 

10:30am Patrick Joseph McNaughton RIP (Mrs M Want) Holy Ghost 

6:30pm David Stamp RIP (Mrs T Taylor) Holy Ghost 

Monday 29 November - Weekday of Advent 

10:00am Keith Stirling RIP (Mrs S Stirling) and Holy Souls (November List) 15 Holy Ghost 

Tuesday 30 November - Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle 

10:00am Jimmie Rafferty RIP (Mr and Mrs F Brennan) Holy Ghost 

6:00pm Intentions of Tresamma Jose and Family - In Thanksgiving (The Novak Family) Holy Ghost 

Wednesday 1 December - Memorial of St Alexander Briant, Martyr 

10:00am Intentions of Nicky and John Dillon (Mrs S Stirling)  
and Holy Souls (November List) 16 

Holy Ghost 

Thursday 2 December - Weekday of Advent 

6:30am Votive Mass of Our Lady in Advent (Rorate Coeli) by Candlelight 
Holy Souls (November List) 17  
Followed by Eucharistic Adoration until 9am 

Holy Ghost 

10:00am Holy Souls (November List) 18 St Michael’s 

12:00pm Funeral Service for Margaret (Peggy) Condon RIP Holy Ghost 

6:00pm Holy Hour with Rosary, Devotions, and Benediction Holy Ghost 

Friday 3 December - Memorial of Saint Francis Xavier, Priest 

10:00am Keith Stirling RIP (Mrs S Stirling) and Kathleen Stokes RIP Holy Ghost 

Saturday 4 December - Memorial of Saint Osmund, Bishop 

10:00am Thressia RIP (Mr and Mrs Thomas Joseph) 

Followed by Eucharistic Adoration with Rosary. Confessions 

available during this time. Benediction at 11.30am 

Holy Ghost 

 First Mass of Sunday  

5:00pm Anthony Hawthornthwaite RIP (Fifth Anniversary) (The Hawthornthwaite Family) Holy Ghost 

Sunday 5 December - SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT (C) 

9:00am No Mass this Sunday - as usual next Sunday Holy Ghost 

9:00am In Thanksgiving - Alex Joby (16th Birthday) (Mr and Mrs Joby Kotoor) St Michael’s 

10:30am Peggy Condon RIP Holy Ghost 

6:30pm Intentions of Anthony Henry (Miss J Henry) Holy Ghost 

Mass in Polish is every Sunday at 4:30pm at Holy Ghost.  All services at Holy Ghost are available on livestream at https://
www.churchservices.tv/yeovil. Booking is possible for Sunday Masses (not at St Michael’s nor Sunday evening): please send 

an email to yeovil.holyghost@cliftondiocese.com, text the Parish Office on 07856-989013, or call the Parish on 01935-
423549 during the Office working hours of Monday, Wednesday and Friday between 10am and 12 midday.  

https://www.churchservices.tv/yeovil
https://www.churchservices.tv/yeovil
mailto:yeovil.holyghost@cliftondiocese.com


ADVENT DEVOTIONS:  

We are encouraged in this holy 
season to be vigilant: watching 
and waiting with joyful 
expectation for The Lord who is to 
come, both historically at 
Christmas and His Second 
Coming at the end of the world. 
There are some extra devotions to 
help us to be ready for Our Lord 

who loves us so much. 

There will be additional Masses during Advent: 

• Every Tuesday evening at 6pm. 

• Every Saturday during Advent at 10am followed by Eucharistic Adoration 
until Benediction at 11:30am. The Rosary will be recited during this time. 

Confessions will be available during the time of Adoration. 

• Every Thursday morning at 
6:30am. This is the “Rorate 
Coeli” Votive Mass of Our 
Lady in Advent. This Mass is 
held by candlelight with 
minimal use of electric light, 
starting in darkness, and 
finishing in the light of the 
new dawn. It is hence highly 
symbolic of Christ Our Light 
who comes to conquer our darkness, which we do in the company of Our 
Lady who was the first to welcome Our Lord into our world. The Mass will be 
followed by Eucharistic Adoration until 9am. If you are not able to come to the 
Mass, you are encouraged to make a short visit to Our Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament, perhaps on the way to, or the way back from work, or just before 

going to, or dropping off children to school. 

• On the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, there will be the usual Mass 
at 10am, followed by Eucharistic Adoration until an evening Mass at 6pm. 
Confessions will be available at specific points during the day: after the Mass 

until 11:30am; between 2pm and 3pm; and from 5pm until 5.45pm.  

Please try to avail yourself of the Sacrament of Confession during Advent. There is 
the usual time of Saturday evenings between 4:15pm and 4:45pm at Holy Ghost, 
plus the times shown above. Confessions are available on request after Mass at 

South Petherton. 



Worldwide Synodal Process – The Church is listening! Pope Francis has launched a worldwide process of listening 

and discerning, a ‘synodal pathway’ from October 2021-2023. Synodal means ‘journeying together’. The Pope is 

inviting the entire Church to reflect on this theme: “It is precisely this path of synodality which God expects of the 

Church of the third millennium.” The synodal process is a time of ‘journeying together’. It is also a time to reflect 

together on the journey. We will begin by listening to one another, sharing our experience of travelling together in 

a time of profound change, intensified by the challenging time of the pandemic. And we will consider our wider 

experience of journeying together, as members of the Church and alongside others journeying in the world. It is 

hoped that every parish in the world will take part. Our parish will participate with a series of listening events in 

January. You are invited to come to a three-week evening series of parish listening sessions on Thursdays 13, 20 

and 27 January at 7pm for 7.30pm. Alternatively, on Saturday 29 January for a single session starting at 

1.30pm finishing at 4.30pm.  There will also be opportunities to gather with our Bishops and people from 

across the diocese in area listening events. All are welcome. 

If you would like to take part in either the Thursday sessions or the one Saturday session, please book a place 

in advance by contacting the Parish Office by email on yeovil.holyghost@cliftondiocese.com, or by sending a text 

to 07856-989013, or by ringing the Parish Office during the working hours of 10am to midday on Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday.  

You can find all the information about the Synod at the diocesan website: Synod | Clifton Diocese. 

Alternatively, you can look at the questions yourselves, and reply either as individuals, pairs or small groups. You 

can send your replies to the Diocese by 28 February 2022 by email at: synod@cliftondiocese.com. 

mailto:yeovil.holyghost@cliftondiocese.com
https://cliftondiocese.com/synod/
mailto:synod@cliftondiocese.com


SECOND COLLECTION THIS SUNDAY: will be for Stella 
Maris (Apostleship of the Sea): This is the official maritime 
welfare agency of the Catholic Church.  It supports 
seafarers both practically and spiritually. Stella Maris is the 
largest ship-visiting network in the world.  It strives to 
improve the lives of seafarers and fishers through a 
network of local chaplains and seafarer centres, expert 
information, advocacy, and spiritual support.  This collection is vital to 
enable Stella Maris to continue its important work.  If you would prefer 
to donate online, please visit www.stellamaris.org.uk/donate or text ‘SEA’ to 
70460 to donate £5.  Stella Maris is dependent on voluntary donations, 
so please, if you are able to, give generously.  Thank you. 

This Sunday 28th November after 10:30am Mass in the 

Marian Hall. 

All are welcome  
 

We continue to follow the advice 

from the Diocese, with regard to 

keeping everyone safe; social 

distancing, sanitising of hands and the wearing of face coverings (unless 

exempt) to be worn until seated, will still apply. If anyone is able to help 

out in the setting up and cleaning of the hall afterwards, then we may 

be able to have the coffee mornings fortnightly.  If you are able to bring 

your own cup/mug with you, then this will save us using our stock of 

We remember in our prayers: The Parishes of St John the Baptist, 
Trowbridge and St Bernadette, Westbury.  The Holy Father’s Intentions 
for November: People who Suffer From Depression - We pray that 
people who suffer from depression or burn-out will find support and a 
light that opens them up to life. For the souls of those who have lost 
their lives crossing the Channel to seek sanctuary in the UK. For the 
repose of the souls of David Stamp, and Margaret Condon (Funeral Mass 
Thursday 2nd December at 12 Noon) RIP. For those of our parishioners 
who are unwell both at home and those who are currently in hospital. 

Our Lady’s Lamp: is being offered this week for Holy Souls. 

Mass in Syro-Malabar Rite: Second Sunday of the month at 2.30pm. 

Parish Meetings: are postponed until further notice. 

Hire of the Marian Hall: Closed until further notice. 

Parish Office: is open on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings   
from 10am to 12 midday. On occasion, Sue will be working from home 
and will be available on the Parish Mobile Number 07856-989013. 

If you have any items for the Bulletin: please send to the Parish 
Office by email: yeovil.holyghost@cliftondiocese.com. 

http://www.stellamaris.org.uk/donate
mailto:yeovil.holyghost@cliftondiocese.com


SHOEBOX APPEAL: Pat Baggesen writes ‘Blythswood 

Care would like to thank all those people who very kindly 

brought filled shoe boxes to  St Michael's Church and The 

Holy Ghost Church last week. 

All together fifteen boxes were collected from St Michael's 

and several boxes from The Holy Ghost on 15th November.  

Their volunteers are now busy sorting the boxes in a 

warehouse ready for their drivers to take them to 

distribution centres in Romania and other needy eastern European 

countries. Thanks to everyone who helped.’ 

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS: Father Jean-Patrice writes: Although we will not 

at this time return to having a Mass every Saturday morning as before, we will 

have one on the first Saturday of the month. There will be Mass at 10am, followed 

by Adoration. A parishioner is kindly asked to lead the Rosary, while Father Jose 

will be available to hear Confessions in the Confessional. Parishioners who are 

uneasy about using the Box can request for their confession to be heard in a more 

suitable location. Benediction will be at 11:30am. The next Mass will be on 

Saturday 4 December (not in November due to the First Holy Communion). 

OUR LADY’S LAMP: We will be lighting the candle in the Chapel Lamp in the 

Lady Chapel for a specific intention every week. If you would like to offer an 

intention that can be remembered in the candle for a whole week, please make an 

offering of £8 (or whatever you can afford) to either of the two priests. The Weekly 

Intention will be printed in the Bulletin. 

 Do you look after the other half, 

family or friend who is ill, elderly, 

disabled or needs a bit of help? 

Come along and chat with others 

who are also recognised as unpaid 

carers to share laughs, ideas and 

support in a relaxed atmosphere. 

Regular professional speakers and 

signposting 

Last Wednesday of every month 

10:00am - 12:00  Mudford Rec Café. 

Turn off Mudford Road, just past the 

college BA21 4AW.  For information 

about the group, contact Jacky  

on 07836 622 246   

For personal 1:1 support as a Carer 

contact Somerset Carers on:  

0800 31 68 600  
www.somersetcarers.org 

YEOVIL CARERS SUPPORT GROUP: Yeovil Carers Group has 
started support meetings again from the lovely accessible room at 
Mudford Rec.  There is plenty of parking and refreshments are 
supplied by the cafe.  

http://www.somersetcarers.org


NOVEMBER MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS: During the month of November, 
the Church remembers in prayer the souls of the faithful departed. It is the time of 
year, where many people quite rightly wish to have Mass celebrated for their 
departed loved ones. In order to accommodate the wishes of everyone, we will 
have the customary November List whereby parishioners can put the names that 
they wish to pray for which will be placed before the Altar. They will be 
remembered at all Masses in November as well as thirty dedicated Masses which 
will go beyond the month. Envelopes are available at the back of both churches, 
which you can also use to make your offering. They may be returned to the 
Presbytery or to Father Jean-Patrice or Father Jose.  

PLENARY INDULGENCE: On All Souls’ Day a plenary indulgence, applicable 
only to the Poor Souls in Purgatory is granted to those who visit a Catholic church 
and there recite one Our Father and one Creed. Because of the pandemic, it has 
been extended by the Holy See to apply on all the days of November. A similar 
Plenary Indulgence is also granted to those who visit a cemetery (even if only 
mentally for those who are impeded from visiting) and pray for the departed. This 
may be repeated on subsequent days. 

Conditions for both indulgences: 

1 Only one plenary indulgence can be granted per day. 

2 It is necessary to be in the state of grace, at least by completion of the work 

3 Freedom from attachment to sin, even venial sin, is necessary; otherwise the 

indulgence is only partial.  (By this is meant attachment to a particular sin, not 

sin in general.) 

4 Holy Communion must be received each time the indulgence is sought. 

5 Prayers must be recited for the traditional intentions of the Holy Father on 

each day the indulgence is sought.  No particular prayers are prescribed.  One 

‘Our Father’ and one ‘Hail Mary’ suffice, or other suitable prayers. 

6 One must be absolved in confession the fortnight before or following. 

FIVE BIBLE STUDIES ON THE ADVENT 

SUNDAY GOSPELS: 

Mauro Iannicelli will break-open the 

forthcoming Advent Sunday Gospels with 

in-depth teaching and stimulating 

questions. As a result, you will experience 

Sunday Mass in a new way! 

Five Wednesdays: 24 November,   

1 December,  8 December, 15 December, 22 December  

(7-8pm UK Time).  

Free of Charge.  LIVE sessions on YouTube. 



MARY’S MEALS ‘DOUBLE YOUR LOVE’:  Donate to Mary’s Meals today 

and ‘Double your Love’.  Give until 31 January 2022 and your donation 

will be doubled by a group of generous supporters, up to £1.6 million - 

meaning we can reach even more Hungry children with life-changing 

school meals’. 





 

POPE’S NOVEMBER PRAYER INTENTION: FOR THOSE WHO SUFFER 
FROM DEPRESSION: “Overwork and work-related stress cause many people to 
experience extreme exhaustion —mental, emotional, affective, and physical 
exhaustion.”  Pope Francis opened the video accompanying his prayer intention 
for November with those words with which most people can probably identify.  
His intention was released in this month’s The Pope Video, prepared by the Pope’s 
Worldwide Prayer Network. 

It comes as people living in the Northern Hemisphere enter the Autumn and 
Winter seasons, during which cooler weather is often accompanied by rainy days 
and more time spent indoors. 

Silent listening: The Pope took note of that seasonal situation in his timely prayer 
intention. “Sadness, apathy, and spiritual tiredness end up dominating people’s 
lives, who are overloaded due to the rhythm of life today,” he said.  Pope Francis 
thus encouraged everyone to reach out to those around us who are depressed, 
desperate, or without hope. And he advised against comforting others with too 
many words.  “Often,” he said, “we should just simply listen in silence, because we 
cannot go and tell someone, ‘No, life’s not like that. Listen to me, I’ll give you the 
solution.’”  “There is no solution,” remarked the Pope. 

Jesus’ offer of comfort: However, he continued, besides “indispensable 
psychological counseling”, Jesus’ words can help us and others to find solace: 
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 

With that advice in mind, Pope Francis wrapped up his prayer intention video 
message with a renewed invitation to assist those around us. 

“Let us pray that people who suffer from depression or burn-out will find support 
and a light that opens them up to life,” he prayed. 

Choosing life amid depression:  The November edition of The Pope Video was 
created in conjunction with the Association of Catholic Mental Health Ministers, 
which offers spiritual support for people suffering various forms of mental illness. 

According to a press release accompanying the video, around 1 in 10 people 
worldwide lives with a mental health disorder, amounting to 792 million people or 
11 percent of the population.  Depression and anxiety account for around 3 and 4 
percent, respectively, of those illnesses. 

They can sometimes lead to suicide when left untreated or are severe and 
recurrent. Some 700,000 people commit suicide each year, making it the fourth 
leading cause of death in people aged 15 to 29. 

Covid-related difficulties: 

As has been well-noted, the Covid-19 pandemic, and its associated restrictions on 
daily life, has led severely tested the mental and emotional resilience of many 
people. 

Pope Francis’ call for us to pray and assist those who suffer from depression is 
therefore an important and timely invitation. 

https://www.popesprayer.va/
https://www.popesprayer.va/
https://catholicmhm.org/index


CALLED TO LOVE, SENT TO SERVE: Bishop Declan wishes to form a 
Youth Council that will support the faith life of the young people within 
Clifton Diocese.  This is an exciting opportunity for anyone who has a 
concern for young people and would like to get involved in this new 
venture. Information about the make up of the council and the intended 
role of those who are selected is to be found here: Diocesan Youth 
Council booklet 

YOUR OPINION COUNTS!: St Gildas Catholic Primary school is now 
consulting on becoming part of The Dunstan Catholic Educational Trust 
with the following schools: 

· Corpus Christi Catholic Primary School, Weston 

· Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Primary School, Wincanton 

· St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, Bridgwater 

· St Joseph’s Catholic Primary and Nursery School, Burnham on Sea 

· St Joseph and St Teresa Catholic Primary School, Wells The online 
questionnaire can be found at https://forms.office.com/r/ASEq5tm1Tu or Father 
Jean-Patrice has hard copies. Please return directly to St Gildas Catholic 
Primary School through the school office. 

The consultation runs from 15th October 2021 – 26th November 2021. 

PAX CHRISTI CHRISTMAS CARDS:  Arn 

Dekker from Pax Christi writes: ‘The new 

religious Christmas cards that Pax Christi 

can offer are now available to purchase. 

The three cards have real integrity and 

come in a mixed pack of 10 cards and 

envelopes.  The cards were produced with 

photographs of felt banners made for 

decorating St. Laurence’s church in 

Cambridge, many years ago and can be 

ordered from: HTTPS://paxchristi.org.uk/product/nativity-trio-cards/ 

THE RIGHT TO LIFE ORGANISATION:  
are running a variety of campaigns to help 
protect the unborn and women facing crisis 
pregnancies, and have written some prayers 
for the month of November, which they ask 
to be included so parishioners can pray over 
the coming month.  The prayer for the 21st 
November is as follows:  “We pray for the families and friends of pregnant women. That 
they would recognise their responsibility to care for the mother and child, and that they 
would shower them with love and support through the journey of pregnancy and beyond. 
Lord hear us”  

https://cliftondiocese.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Diocesan-Youth-Council-booklet.pdf
https://cliftondiocese.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Diocesan-Youth-Council-booklet.pdf
https://forms.office.com/r/ASEq5tm1Tu
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpaxchristi.org.uk%2Fproduct%2Fnativity-trio-cards%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cyeovil.holyghost%40cliftondiocese.com%7C14bd014b851a4686cbfc08d99b7fc3e7%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C1%7C6377117


‘DARE TO DREAM’: We continue our journey this Autumn as we ‘Dare to Dream’ 

the future of our Diocese. 

Each session has a similar framework to follow. 

We are encouraged to read the accompanying resource and then follow the 

reflections which come with the video. Each new video and reflection will be 

available on the Friday before each Sunday. 

Taking this time to reflect will enable all of us to contribute more fully to the 

conversations that every deanery will be having to discern how we grow our 

parishes to be places of mission, serving the poor and responding out of our 

abundance to the needs of the local community and the wider world. See Dare to 

Dream | Clifton Diocese. 

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 

follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 

No one can face life in isolation… We need a community that supports and helps us, in 

which we can help one another to keep looking ahead. How important it is to dream 

together… By ourselves, we risk seeing mirages, things that are not there. Dreams, on the 

other hand, are built together”. Let us dream, then, as a single human family, as fellow 

travellers sharing the same flesh, as children of the same earth which is our common 

home,each of us bringing the richness of his or her beliefs and convictions, each of us with 

his or her own voice, brothers and sisters all. 

This is a moment to dream big, to rethink our priorities – what we value, what we want, 

what we seek – and to commit to act in our daily life as we have dreamed of. What I hear 

at this moment is similar to what Isaiah hears God saying through him: Come let us talk 

this over, let us dare to dream. It’s a task for all of us, to which each one of us is invited. 

But it’s a time especially for the restless of heart, that healthy restlessness that spurs us 

into action. Now more than ever what is revealed is the fallacy of making individualism the 

organising principle of society.  What will be our new principle?  

Pope Francis 

https://cliftondiocese.com/dare-to-dream/
https://cliftondiocese.com/dare-to-dream/


HONOURING SUNDAY: Father Jean-Patrice writes: With the easing of restrictions by HM 

Government from Monday 19 July, a number of things which were a legal requirement - 

face coverings, social distancing, etc, have now become a matter of personal 

responsibility. The Bishops of England and Wales have issued a new set of guidelines (for 

England) which you can read here: 

Microsoft Word - 2021.07.15 - Step 4 Guidance - FINAL.docx (cbcew.org.uk)  

As you will be able to see, a lot is left up to local variations; however, the watchword is 

clearly that of caution. In the latest document from the Bishops of England and Wales 

“Honouring Sunday” (printed elsewhere in the bulletin) makes clear, we are not yet at the 

point when we can completely relax all restrictions. As a good number of our 

congregation are still very cautious, it makes sense to continue all the restrictions as 

before for Sunday Mass. So face coverings continue to need to be worn, and you are asked 

to continue social distancing. The pews in both churches are already distanced, and will 

stay in their current layout: if you are sharing a pew with someone who is not in your 

household/bubble, please stay at least one metre away from them. 

There are two further things of note. Firstly, the restriction on singing is eased, but 

caution is suggested. Therefore, a suggestion is that the choir continue when available to 

sing hymns from the choir loft: however the people will not join in. But the parts of the 

Mass (Kyrie, Gloria, Sanctus, Agnus Dei) could be led by the choir, with people joining in if 

they so wish (sheets will not be provided). It is advised that the face covering is worn 

while singing.  

Please note: the above refers to Holy Ghost. A slightly more flexible arrangement exists 

at St Michael’s after consultation with parishioners, and can be adjusted as required. 

The churches will still need to be cleaned after Mass, so volunteers are kindly requested to 

put themselves forward to disinfect any pews that have been used. Stewards are no 

longer required, except for the Sunday Masses where booking is available: namely the 

Saturday evening Mass, and the 9am and 10.30am Mass at Holy Ghost. Booking is not 

available for the 9am Mass at St Michael’s, nor for the 6.30pm Sunday evening Mass. In 

these Masses, the role of the steward is simply to manage the seating. There is no need to 

take names and details of people who have not booked and turn up, as we are not legally 

required to take part in the NHS Test, Track and Trace initiative.  

Our church at Holy Ghost has been rearranged to form a side aisle. People sitting in the 

Lady Chapel should come to Communion first, returning in the same way, then 

everyone else should come to Communion down the centre aisle and return via the one

-way system down the side aisle.  

For Sunday Masses. face coverings are to be kept on for the entirety of the service: the 

only exception being for the reception of Holy Communion where they should be 

unlooped, so that the Sacred Host may be consumed in front of the minister. The minister 

will wear a face covering for the distribution of Holy Communion, but otherwise will not 

do so as long as he remains in the Sanctuary.  

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2021/05/CBCEW-COVID-Step-4-Guidance-150721b.pdf


Parishioners who wish to receive Communion on the tongue are permitted to do so: they 

should present themselves at the end of the procession. They should kneel, close their 

eyes (to avoid jerking of the head), open their mouths, and place their tongue on their 

lower lip so the minister can simply place the Sacred Host on their tongue: in such a way, 

it is perfectly safe.  

The regular timetable is as below. The temporary additional Sunday Mass at 9am 

continues until further notice. Please note that this 9am Mass can be cancelled if one of the 

priests is not available. There will be no Mass at 9am on Sunday 5 December, nor Sunday 

16 January. 

As with shops and public transport, there are legitimate exemptions for not wearing face 

coverings, so we should avoid jumping to conclusions about those who are not wearing 

coverings. Although wearing a covering is onerous for many, we should see the wearing of 

one as an act of charity towards many of our parishioners who are still very nervous about 

coming to Mass. For those who find face coverings difficult to wear, it is suggested that they 

go to weekday Mass which is shorter in length (they should continue to sanctify the Lord’s 

Day with prayer). There are some weekday services where the number of attendees is in 

single figures: for example, the Thursday Mass at South Petherton, and the Holy Hour on 

Thursday evening. It is perfectly possible for people to be well over two metres apart, and it 

would seem sensible that face coverings are optional for these services.  

However, it is required to use hand sanitiser on entering and leaving the building. It is 

also essential to not come to church if you are showing any symptoms, such as coughing.  

How to book 

Although you can still turn up to go to Mass, it is recommended that you book a place (for 

the three Sunday Masses mentioned above) in order to ensure you have a seat. This will be 

done through our Parish Administrator Sue Chant. Please indicate which Mass you want to 

go to, and if you are part of a household/bubble so that you can share a pew. You can do this 

by sending her an email at the parish address: yeovil.holyghost@cliftondiocese.com, or by 

texting her on the parish mobile phone on 07856-989013. Telephone booking will only be 

available on the Parish landline of 01935-423549 during her working hours of Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday between 10am and 12pm midday. 

Saturday 5pm (First Mass of Sunday) Holy Ghost 

Sunday 9am Mass St Michael’s 

 9am (please check in bulletin each Sunday) Holy Ghost 

 10.30am and 6.30pm Mass  Holy Ghost 

Monday 10am Mass  Holy Ghost 

Tuesday 10am Mass Holy Ghost 

Wednesday 10am Mass Holy Ghost 

Thursday 10am Mass St Michael’s 

 6pm Adoration, Rosary and Devotions Holy Ghost 

Friday 10am Mass Holy Ghost 

mailto:yeovil.holyghost@cliftondiocese.com


Honouring Sunday  

As the Synodal Pathway of listening and discerning unfolds, we the 

bishops of England and Wales, are paying particular attention to the 

hopes and fears, the joys and anxieties of all who are sharing their 

thoughts and feelings with us.  

Longing for our Lord  

We are attentive to the experience of the last year or so, when we have 

lived our faith through the limitations of the pandemic. We have 

heard of the longing which some express as a “homesickness.” We 

want to be in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. We yearn to 

celebrate the sacraments together, especially the Holy Sacrifice of the 

Mass. We desire to be nourished by our Lord in Holy Communion. 

The live streaming of the Mass and the remarkable response of our 

Catholic communities to those in need, have provided comfort, 

sustenance and resilience. 

The Eucharist, source and summit  

The Eucharist is the source and summit of our spiritual and pastoral 

life. Many people have said to us that they have appreciated the noble 

simplicity of the Mass at this time, which has allowed the mystery and 

majesty of our Lord’s sacrificial love to shine through.  

The central appeal of the Mass, its beauty and its transcendence, raises 

our minds and hearts to God in an unambiguous and compelling 

manner. Our Lord Jesus invites us to receive anew the gift of Sunday 

as the preeminent day, the day of the Resurrection, when the Church 

gathers to celebrate the Eucharist. Here we stand together before our 

heavenly Father, offering our thanksgiving and prayer, through our 

Saviour in the Holy Spirit. Here we receive Christ in his Word. Here 

we are nourished by Christ in his precious Body and Blood. This is 

our primary joy, for which there is no substitute, and from which we 

draw our strength.  

The Gift of the Sunday Eucharist  

The Sunday Eucharist is a gift; as God’s holy people we are called to 



praise and thank God in the most sublime way possible. When the 

Church speaks of the Sunday obligation, it reminds us that attending 

Mass is a personal response to the selfless offering of Christ’s love.  

At this time, we recognise that for some people there may be certain 

factors which hinder attendance at Sunday Mass. The pandemic is 

clearly not over. The risk of infection is still present. For some, there is 

legitimate fear in gathering together. As your bishops, we recognise 

that these prevailing circumstances suggest that not everyone is yet in 

the position to fulfil the absolute duty to attend freely Sunday Mass.  

Responding to the Gift  

We now encourage all Catholics to look again at the patterns which 

they have formed in recent months with regard to going to Mass on 

Sundays. This would include consideration and reflection about what 

we might do on Sundays, such as sports or shopping, or other leisure 

and social activities. This review, and the decisions which arise from 

it, fall to every Catholic and we trust this will be done with honesty, 

motivated by a real love for the Lord whom we encounter in the Mass.  

The Sunday Mass is the very heartbeat of the Church and of our 

personal life of faith. We gather on the “first day of the week,” and 

devote ourselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers (Acts 2:42). The Eucharist sustains 

us and spurs us on, renewing our gratitude and our hope. When we 

say “Amen” to Christ in receiving his Body and Blood, we express the 

love of God which is deep within us, and at the end of Mass, when we 

are sent forth, we express our love for our neighbour, especially those 

in need. These two dimensions reveal the full meaning of our faith. We 

are gathered together and sent out, we pray and are fed, we worship 

and we adore; these are intrinsic to our lives as those baptised into 

Christ.  

Approved at the Plenary Assembly of Bishops in Leeds  

Thursday 18th November 2021  



PRAYER FOR GOD’S PROTECTION AGAINST COVID-19 
VIRUS: 

Bishop John Keenan of the Diocese of Paisley, Scotland suggests 
that we can spiritually protect ourselves and our world against the 
Coronavirus. He recommends that we pray the Protection Prayer 
followed by the Rosary each day until the crisis ceases.  

Prayer for God’s Protection against Covid-19 virus 

Lord, you promised: “If my people humble themselves, pray, seek me and 

turn from their wicked ways, I will hear and forgive their sins and restore 

them” … (2 Chronicles 7:14) 

Most Holy Trinity, in Jesus, the Only Begotten Son, You revealed Yourself as 

the fount of life and unfathomable source of Divine Mercy, who listens to 

Your People. We the people of England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland, and our 

Isles, ask you to heed us amid this global pandemic of the Coronavirus that 

we struggle to bear. 

Father God we entrust ourselves into your Divine Mercy, through Our Lady, 

Mother of Mercy and Her Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart, through St. 

Michael and the Archangels, St. Joseph, and all our nations’ Saints and 

Martyrs. 

Merciful Jesus, hold out Your Healing Hand to rescue and safeguard us from 

this disease, and turn our nations and our souls to You as our Saviour. 

We ask this for our sick, elderly and vulnerable, for families with young 

children, for our destitute and those suffering poor mental health. 

Our Nations have forgotten You and sinned against You. We confess our sins 

with the Prophet Daniel: “Lord, we have sinned against you, we have acted 

wickedly, betrayed your commandments and turned from them. Integrity is 

yours; ours the look of shame because of the sins we carry. Listen to us, open 

Your eyes and see our plight. We do not rely on our own works but on Your 

mercy as we commend our humble plea to you. Lord, listen, forgive and act! 

For your own sake do not delay, because we, Your people, bear your name. 

God Our Father, all forgiving and gentle, we implore your mercy, 

intervention and healing. Through JESUS CHRIST our Lord in the power of 

the Most Precious Blood. Amen. 

Visit www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk for more details. The General Prayers 
recommended by the Bishops, and prayed during our Holy Hour can be 
found here: prayer-flu-viruses.pdf (cbcew.org.uk)  

https://www.facebook.com/BishopJohnKeenanPaisley/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBC-0X5NYKjT2sd7CZNgwcj0RtLDcHcqFRPvJgxEbetLzl-8bnmcmq4nIyx8s5-QZ6padlk3At0m-6N&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARA3VJsr-IA3-9N7duBbdvJ5J2jGLrPuEOMGCUCYRmFswr_i6FmFKWajc93DMT6sw9DrAcZhfCVwxpD0g
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3W99AQ_8jumdxxycWPvnY5ZWCiIdwyPBS1CDx9as6f6laCv2pBVsr3JjI&h=AT3cZKdddjv1jXKfpD3Fr3Wajm2WpwDxU5TS_PJ4vOYKJOTia2yyTbzthG3vljcOBn52OorOuVkAFnddBZHB5UhVt1yOwmX-obGmj1p-2c7OuU
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2020/03/prayer-flu-viruses.pdf


 

 

Dear friends and fellow parishioners, 

With the lifting of most restrictions on July 19th, the request from 
the government is that we use common sense to keep ourselves 
safe. After such a prolonged and necessary period of restrictions, 
each of us knows what we feel safe to do, and what we aren’t 
ready to do yet. Some parishioners won’t feel comfortable 
attending Mass yet, and that is perfectly understandable. Covid 19 
has not gone; we just have more and better tools with which to 
fight it and reduce serious illness or death. 

This said, some parishioners may be thinking of returning to 
Mass, as many people already have. Some of you may feel ready 
to once more think about volunteering for roles within the parish. 
This is where one of the roles of Parish Safeguarding 
Representative (PSR) comes in. If you think that you may want to 
resume a voluntary role, but have no DBS, I can help you to get that sorted with the 
minimum of fuss. The main requirement is to provide proof of identity with original 
documents (including your name change if you are a lady who is/has been married), proof 
of current address, and self-declaration of certain past convictions. That’s a potted version 
of what is required. This then shows that as a parish we are completely compliant with the 
law. 

The other main role for the PSR is to be a point of contact for any parishioner who fears for 
the safety of a child or vulnerable adult. By emailing me with your concerns, I can alert the 
appropriate people at Clifton who can immediately start the Safeguarding protocol, 
including involvement of Social Services and/or the police. As parishioners we can play our 
part in keeping our children and vulnerable adults safe by reporting concerns you may have. 
This can be to me, or directly to the authorities. Any concerns about Covid/stewarding/
cleaning of the church comes under health and safety, and can be brought to the attention of 
Fr Jean-Patrice, who will be able to help and advise you. 

If you have any concerns regarding a Safeguarding issue, feel free to email me at our parish 
safeguarding email address: PSR.yeovil.holyghost@parish.cliftondiocese.com. 

Keep safe and well. God bless. 

Margaret Gulliver  

For more Safeguarding information you can visit: 

www.cliftondiocese.com/departments/safeguarding  

mailto:PSR.yeovil.holyghost@parish.cliftondiocese.com
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NEWS FROM OUR PARISH TREASURER: Andrew Batchelder writes: We recently 
held the first Parish Finance Committee Meeting for over a year (due to the COVID 
restrictions). Please find below information, on how the Parish finances have been in that 
period: 

Covid has impacted people in different ways and, overall, it has had a negative impact on 
our Parish finances. 

In the 12 months from April 2020 to March 2021, individual offertory/donation values 
were down 24.6% compared to the previous 12 months. 

Our churches were closed for some time during the first lockdown; although re-opening 
started in July and expenditure was 31.6% lower in the 12 months to March 2021 
compared to the previous 12 months. 

Livestreaming was introduced during last year and, although we were fortunate to have 
received two donations to cover the cost of the cameras and installation, there is a 
monthly service charge of £110.70 (£1328 per annum). 

Statistics from the service provider show that in the current year there have been viewers 
from 55 different countries, ranging from Argentina to The UAE – although the 3 
countries attracting most viewers are: UK (71%), Ireland (17%) & USA (8%). 

That’s a brief summary of how things stand and, although there were no big programmes 
of work (like the church redecoration), we have just had to spend just over £4500 to have 
a new boiler installed in the presbytery and the hospital bill (to enable parishioners to 
park in their car park while attending mass) is expected to be around £500. 

We do still have the money donated for the Marian Hall Building Fund, which has been 
increasing slowly as donations are still being made, although the monthly collections 
stopping after March 2020 has had quite an impact. 

You probably won’t be surprised to read that there are a couple of reasonably 
straightforward ways in which you can help, if able to: 

Standing Orders – these provide a regular source of income for the parish (especially if 
you are able to gift aid, where we can claim tax back from HMRC at no cost to the donor). 

There have been 13 new standing orders set up by/for parishioners since last March – 
thank you – and only 1 was stopped. 

If you don’t currently donate via standing order and would like to, please email the parish 
office yeovil.holyghost@cliftondiocese.com, or call (01935 423529), and we can either let 
you have a hardcopy form or email it to you, whichever is easiest for you. 

Another easy way you can help is by using the Giving Machine website, which we 
registered with back in 2019 – since when £47.38 of donations have been generated. 

With more people shopping online due to the pandemic, this is a way of generating 
donations for the parish, at no additional cost to you, when shopping online 
(www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/holy-ghost-parish-yeovil). 

Even if you are not using the internet for online shopping, they are running a ‘bonus 
donation’ programme where all you have to do is log on to the website and click the 
“collect now” button (as shown below) – which can be done seven days a week and takes 

mailto:Yeovil.holyghost@cliftondiocese.com


COVID 19 – THE LORD’S LARDER, YEOVIL:  

Matt Callaghan, YCST Operations Manager writes: ‘Since the 16th March 
2020, The Lord's Larder has seen an unprecedented rise in demand, 
tripling overnight. We currently help 380 people each week, that 
compares with the 407 people we helped for the whole of February. We 
would appreciate any support you can give the food bank at this time, 
either with items of food or by financial donation.  

Food Donations: as of today’s date (Wednesday 1st April 2020) food 
donations are still being collected; Morrisons in Yeovil are dedicating 
their currently closed café to support this. Food donations can also be 
placed in Yeovil's main Tesco, Asda,  Lord's Larder Collection Trolleys or 
in Waitrose Crewkerne Collection Basket.  You can also still place 
donations in The Lord's Larder Basket located in the reception area of 
The Gateway Building, Postcode - BA20 1QN - (located behind the AKS 
Renault building next to Ninesprings Country Park) - between 10am and 
2pm Monday - Friday. If you need help carrying your donations from the 
car, please deliver in the morning when we have our willing volunteers 
ready to help or phone ahead to arrange assistance for an afternoon 
delivery. 

Foods Currently in Short Supply: tinned ravioli, tins of macaroni 
cheese, tins of spaghetti, tins of baked beans, tins of hot dogs, tins of 
curry or chilli con carne, tinned potato, tinned sweetcorn, tinned peas, 
jars of coffee, tins of fruit, any spare food carrier bags, toothpaste and 
toothbrushes, dog food. 

Financial Donations: Money can be donated to the ‘Lord's Larder’ or 
‘The Lord's Larder Community Fund, please indicate preference, please 
can all cheques be made out to ‘YCST’. 

All cash to be placed in a strong sealed envelope and marked F.A.O. - 
Yeovil Christian Support Trust - and delivered by hand to The Gateway 

To Set up Standing Orders: Yeovil Christian Support Trust Charity 
Account, Unity Trust Bank PLC, Birmingham, B1 2HB. 

Sort Code 60-83-01      Account Number 20211112 

Please send completed standing orders and Gift Aid forms to: YCST, c/o 
The Treasurer, The Lord's Larder Office, The Gateway, Addlewell Lane, 
Yeovil, Somerset, BA20 1QN. 

Please remember if you are eligible for Gift Aid, please feel free to use a 
Gift Aid Form as it will allow us to claim gift aid from the taxman at no 
cost to you. Please let us know if you want to Gift Aid so that we can 
keep a record of what Gift Aid is being claimed. 

Many thanks for your continued support which is needed now more than 
ever before.’ 

SOUTH SOMERSET DISTRICT COUNCIL: are assisting those who are 
in particular need: free parcels to those who are shielded, and 
chargeable parcels for those who are vulnerable. They are contactable 
by phone at  01935-462462 or: SSDCwellbeing@southsomerset.gov.uk 
or www.southsomerset.gov.uk. 

mailto:SSDCwellbeing@southsomerset.gov.uk
http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk


BISHOPS ISSUE UPDATED STATEMENT ON COVID-19 AND 
VACCINATION: On behalf of the Bishops, the Department for Social Justice 
of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales has issued a follow 
up to its September 2020 statement – COVID-19 and Vaccination (24 
September 2020). 

+++ 

The development of a vaccine against COVID-19 presents an important 
breakthrough in protecting others as well as oneself from the virus; a virus 
which has not only caused a global pandemic and led to a huge loss of life but 
has also placed a great burden on healthcare workers and systems. 

Each of us has a duty to protect others from infection with its danger of 
serious illness, and for some, death. A vaccine is the most effective way to 
achieve this unless one decides to self-isolate. 

At present, debate concerns the use of the vaccines developed by Pfizer & 
BioNTech, Moderna, and AstraZeneca. Some have questioned the use of the 
Astra Zeneca vaccine since it has been developed from cell-lines originating 
from the cells of an aborted foetus in 1983. 

The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith and the Pontifical Academy of 
Life have expressed the view that one may in good conscience and for a grave 
reason receive a vaccine sourced in this way, provided that there is a 
sufficient moral distance between the present administration of the vaccine 
and the original wrongful action. 

In the COVID-19 pandemic, we judge that this grave reason exists and that 
one does not sin by receiving the vaccine. 

Both the Pfizer & BioNTech and Moderna vaccines have a different source 
since they are mRNA-based vaccines. On 2 December 2020, the Pfizer & 
BioNTech vaccine was approved for use in the UK. 

Each Catholic must educate his or her conscience on this matter and decide 
what to do, also bearing in mind that a vaccine must be safe, effective, and 
universally available, especially to the poor of the world. 

Catholics may in good conscience receive any of these vaccines for the good 
of others and themselves. In good conscience, one may refuse a particular 
vaccine but continues to have a duty to protect others from infection. 

Right Reverend Richard Moth 
Chair, Department of Social Justice 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales 

Father Jean-Patrice writes: There are some other sources that parishioners can consult to inform 

their consciences. The first is the statement from the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the 

Faith: 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/vatican-cdf-says-use-of-anti-covid-vaccines-morally-acceptable/  

There is also the statement from the Anscombe Bioethics Centre: 

http://www.bioethics.org.uk/images/user/covidbriefing2.pdf and also an interview with Dr 

Helen Watt from the Centre: https://cruxnow.com/interviews/2020/11/users-have-some-

responsibility-to-seek-ethically-developed-vaccines-expert-says/  

The Centre has also made a statement deploring the move of HM Government to make 

vaccination mandatory for health care workers: http://www.bioethics.org.uk/images/user/

Mandatory-Vaccines.pdf 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/our-work/health-social-care/coronavirus-guidelines/covid-19-and-vaccination/
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20081208_dignitas-personae_en.html
http://www.academyforlife.va/content/pav/en/the-academy/activity-academy/note-vaccini.html
http://www.academyforlife.va/content/pav/en/the-academy/activity-academy/note-vaccini.html
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/the-church/catholic-bishops-conference-of-england-and-wales/departments/social-justice/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/vatican-cdf-says-use-of-anti-covid-vaccines-morally-acceptable/
http://www.bioethics.org.uk/images/user/covidbriefing2.pdf
https://cruxnow.com/interviews/2020/11/users-have-some-responsibility-to-seek-ethically-developed-vaccines-expert-says/
https://cruxnow.com/interviews/2020/11/users-have-some-responsibility-to-seek-ethically-developed-vaccines-expert-says/


 

IF YOU ARE STRUGGLING WITH DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: 
WomansAid -  National  Domestic Violence Helpline – 0808 2000 247 
The Mix – Advice  for the under 25yrs. – 0808 808 4994 
Advice for Male Victims of  Domestic Violence - 0808 8801 0327 
Childline – Deals with a vast variety of children concerns including Domestic 
Violence. 0800 1111 
https://www.csas.uk.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Guidance-Supporting-people
-who-may-be-experiencing-domestic-violence.pdf 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.csas.uk.net%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F05%2FGuidance-Supporting-people-who-may-be-experiencing-domestic-violence.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cjean-patrice.coulon%40cliftondiocese.com%7C13545c507
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.csas.uk.net%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F05%2FGuidance-Supporting-people-who-may-be-experiencing-domestic-violence.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cjean-patrice.coulon%40cliftondiocese.com%7C13545c507

