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Parish Address: 73 Higher Kingston, Yeovil, Somerset, BA21 4AR
Also serving
Church of St Michael, Lightgate Road, South Petherton, TA13 5AJ
Chapel of Our Lady and St Augustine of Canterbury, HMS Heron Royal Naval Air
Station, Yeovilton, BA22 8HT
Parish Office Email: yeovil.holyghost@cliftondiocese.com
Parish Telephone: 01935-423549 (Parish Office Mobile 07856-989013)
Served by the Missionaries of Saint Francis de Sales (Fransalians
- MSFS)
Parish Clergy: Father Jean-Patrice Coulon MSFS; Father Jose Maliekal
MSFS
Priests resident in the Parish: Father David O’Regan;
Clarke (Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham)

Father Peter

Parish Administrator: Sue Chant (Monday, Wednesday and Friday 10am
- 12midday. She can be contacted via the Parish Office Mobile number:
07856-989013)
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Mrs Margaret Gulliver and (Seeking
Appointment). The Diocesan Safeguarding Office can be contacted at
0117-954 0993.
CONFESSIONS: Available on request.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: On request. Please inform one of the clergy if you
are going into hospital. If possible, please seek anointing beforehand.
BAPTISMS: By appointment. Adults seeking to know more about the Catholic
Faith should speak to the Parish Priest, and/or come to the Journey in Faith (RCIA)
sessions.
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Six months notice for weddings.
HOLY ORDERS: Any man considering a vocation to the Priesthood or Permanent
Diaconate should speak to one of the clergy.
PARKING AT HOLY GHOST: The Car Park in the Marian Hall is
controlled so that there is no improper use that does not pertain to the
Parish. At this time, parking is not controlled during the times of
advertised Masses.

Mass and Service Times for the Week Ahead
Sunday 2nd May - Fifth Sunday of Easter

9:00am

Audrey Marsden RIP (Mrs J Brown)

St Michael’s

10.30am

Raymond Burgess RIP (Mrs S Stirling)

Holy Ghost

6:30pm

Pro Populo

Holy Ghost

Monday 3rd May - Feast of Saints Philip and James, Apostles
10:00am

Kieran Thomas McKenzie (Jnr) RIP (Ms M Winter)

Holy Ghost

6:00pm

Rosary and Devotions (For an end to the Pandemic)
Followed by Latin Mass in the Extraordinary Form
For Memory and Healing (Miss A Gendzierska)

Holy Ghost

Tuesday 4th May - Feast of the English Martyrs

10:00am

For Victims and Survivors of Abuse
Day of Prayer for Victims and Survivors of Abuse

Holy Ghost

Wednesday 5th May - Weekday of Easter
10:00am

In Thanksgiving (Thomas and Smitha) (Mr and Mrs Thomas
Joseph)

Holy Ghost

6:00pm

Rosary and Devotions (For an end to the Pandemic)

Holy Ghost

Thursday 6th May - Weekday of Easter
10:00am

Winifred and George Beardon RIP (Foundation Mass)
and Margaret Burton RIP (Foundation Mass)

St Michael’s

6:00pm

Adoration, Rosary and Devotions

Holy Ghost

Friday 7th May - Weekday of Easter
10:00am

Intentions of Thomas Histon (Miss P Histon)

Holy Ghost

7:00pm

Intentions of Bridget Spender (Mrs P Southgate)
Latin Mass in the Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite

Holy Ghost

Saturday 8th May - Our Lady on Saturday
10:00am

For an end to the Pandemic
Followed by Adoration and Rosary until Benediction at 12
midday. Confessions available on request.

Holy Ghost

First Mass of Sunday

5:00pm

Kieran Thomas McKenzie (Jnr) RIP (Ms S Flude and Family)

Holy Ghost

Sunday 9th May - Sixth Sunday of Easter
9:00am

Pro Populo

St Michael’s

10.30am

Special Intention (Anne O’Dowd) (Mrs A O’Dowd)

Holy Ghost

2.30pm

Mass in Syro-Malabar Rite

Holy Ghost

6:30pm

In Thanksgiving (Mr Ajesh Sebastian)

Holy Ghost

All services at Holy Ghost are available on livestream at
https://www.churchservices.tv/yeovil. Booking is recommended for
Sunday Masses: send an email to yeovil.holyghost@cliftondiocese.com
or text the Parish Office on 07856-989013.

THE DAY OF THE LORD: Father Jean-Patrice writes: The Bishops of England and
Wales have released a Letter of this title encouraging parishioners to come back to
Mass on Sunday. They have stopped short of reinstating the Sunday Obligation,
but with many people receiving the vaccine, and good effects from it, they are
encouraging us strongly to come back to church on Sundays:
“It is the Eucharist, the celebration of the Mass, that makes the Church;
and it is the Church, in the gift of the Holy Spirit, which makes the
Eucharist. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is the lifeblood of the Church.
It requires our active participation and, to be fully celebrated, our
physical presence.
“At this moment, then, we need to have in our sights the need to
restore to its rightful centrality in our lives the Sunday Mass,
encouraging each to take his or her place once again in the assembly of
our brothers and sisters.
“We face the task of seeking to nurture the sense of Sunday as ‘a
weekly gift from God to his people’, and something we cannot do
without; to see Sunday as the soul of the week, as giving light and
meaning to all the responsibilities we live out each day; to see the
Sunday Eucharist as food for the unique mission with which we have
been endowed.”
You can read the full letter here: Catholic Bishops Conference of England and
Wales (cbcew.org.uk)
In order to make this possible, there will be the temporary addition of a fifth Mass
for the Parish at 9am at Holy Ghost. As next Sunday sees an extra Mass with the
monthly Mass in the Syro-Malabar Rite, the new Mass timings will start on
SUNDAY 16 MAY. It will be a temporary measure brought in to aid our
parishioners to come back to Mass. It will cease in September, or when the
measures on social distancing end (allowing us to return our churches to their
normal configuration), whichever comes soonest.
PRAY TO END THE PANDEMIC!: Pope Francis has called for a worldwide
prayer of the Rosary during the month of May to ask Our Lady to intercede for an
end to the pandemic in our world. With this in mind, there will be a Mass every
Saturday morning in May at 10am followed by Adoration and the Rosary until 12
midday. Confessions are available on request during this time. The Rosary will
also be said at 6pm on Mondays and Wednesdays and on Thursdays during the
Holy Hour: all of these times will be open to parishioners. Volunteers are asked to
lead the Rosary before weekday Masses at 9.45am.
The Holy Father has asked for thirty Marian shrines worldwide to participate in
this ‘Rosary Marathon’: the Rosary will be streamed online from each of these
sites. You can find out more here: ‘Rosary bishop’ says Pope Francis’ May prayer
marathon feels like ‘divine confirmation’ (catholicnewsagency.com).

NEWS FROM OUR PARISH TREASURER: Andrew Batchelder writes: Last week
we had our first financial committee meeting since this time last year so, for information,
this is an update on how the Parish finances have been in that period:
Covid has impacted people in different ways and, overall, it has had a negative impact on
our Parish finances.
In the 12 months from April 2020 to March 2021, individual offertory/donation values
were down 24.6% compared to the previous 12 months.
Our churches were closed for some time during the first lockdown; although re-opening
started in July and expenditure was 31.6% lower in the 12 months to March 2021
compared to the previous 12 months.
Livestreaming was introduced during last year and, although we were fortunate to have
received two donations to cover the cost of the cameras and installation, there is a
monthly service charge of £110.70 (£1328 per annum).
Statistics from the service provider show that in the current year there have been viewers
from 55 different countries, ranging from Argentina to The UAE – although the 3
countries attracting most viewers are: UK (71%), Ireland (17%) & USA (8%).
That’s a brief summary of how things stand and, although there were no big programmes
of work (like the church redecoration), we have just had to spend just over £4500 to have
a new boiler installed in the presbytery and the hospital bill (to enable parishioners to
park in their car park while attending mass) is expected to be around £500.
We do still have the money donated for the Marian Hall Building Fund, which has been
increasing slowly as donations are still being made, although the monthly collections
stopping after March 2020 has had quite an impact.
You probably won’t be surprised to read that there are a couple of reasonably
straightforward ways in which you can help, if able to:

Standing Orders – these provide a regular source of income for the parish (especially if
you are able to gift aid, where we can claim tax back from HMRC at no cost to the donor).
There have been 13 new standing orders set up by/for parishioners since last March –
thank you – and only 1 was stopped.
If you don’t currently donate via standing order and would like to, please email the parish
office yeovil.holyghost@cliftondiocese.com, or call (01935 423529), and we can either let
you have a hardcopy form or email it to you, whichever is easiest for you.
Another easy way you can help is by using the Giving Machine website, which we
registered with back in 2019 – since when £47.38 of donations have been generated.
With more people shopping online due to the pandemic, this is a way of generating
donations for the parish, at no additional cost to you, when shopping online
(www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/holy-ghost-parish-yeovil).

Even if you are not using the internet for online shopping, they are running a ‘bonus
donation’ programme where all you have to do is log on to the website and click the
“collect now” button (as shown below) – which can be done seven days a week and takes
less than a minute to do.

CAR PARKING AT YEOVIL DISTRICT HOSPITAL: As
mentioned in last week’s Bulletin in the news from our Parish
Treasurer, we have recently paid a bill for £500 to continue this
scheme with YDH. This enable Parishioners to use the Main Car
Park during Sunday Masses. We obviously still want to continue
with this deal (cost £10 per card per annum) in the hopes that
things will at some stage return to some sort of normality with attendance at Mass.
When it was introduced many of you contributed to the annual cost, but this was
of course voluntary.
If you no longer require your card, then can you please pop it through the
Presbytery door. If you are able to contribute to the cost, then please pop this in an
envelope marked ‘car park’ and either put in the collection basket, or pop through
the letterbox. I still have some cards available, so if you wish to apply for one,
there are some green application forms at the back of the Church.
The card covers parking in the multi-storey car park during Sunday Mass times of
Saturday 5:00pm, and Sunday 10:30am and 6:30pm. At the moment, it will not
cover the proposed extra Mass at 9:00am on Sunday.
PRAY FOR VOCATIONS!: Following on from Good Shepherd Sunday last week,
which is the World Day of Prayer for Vocation, we are encouraged to continue
praying for vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life. We are reminded that
we first of all live out our vocation well as a baptised Christian, which then leads us
to listening to God’s call for our life. If all are doing this, then The Lord will
certainly call some to the Priesthood or Religious Life. You can find more
information on the National Website: ukvocation.org and on the Diocesan Website:
Vocations | Clifton Diocese. The Diocese have produced some booklets: these can
be found in both our churches.
YEOVIL STREET PASTORS: Street Pastors is an interdenominational Church response to urban problems,
engaging with people on the streets. We are volunteers
from over 20 Christian congregations working as a team
to be a caring presence and a listening ear to people
who may need it, helping people to stay safe whilst
they are out at night.
During the covid pandemic, Yeovil Street Pastors suspended patrols but
with the gradual lifting of restrictions, we are prayerfully considering at
what point it would be safe and appropriate to return.
We are very thankful for the prayerful support from local churches.
If you are interested in coming out for a short time with us as an
observer, please contact Christine Thomas on 07704 969 366 or email:
yeovil@streetpastors.org.uk

THE YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH: Our Diocese has produced a prayer booklet
which
you
can
access
here:
Prayer-for-the-Year-of-St-Joseph.pdf
(cliftondiocese.com). Some printed booklets are available in both churches. There is
also a series of recordings about fatherhood: Fathers | Clifton Diocese.
DAY OF PRAYER FOR VICTIMS AND SURVIVORS OF ABUSE: In consultation
with survivors, this Day has been moved from Lent to 4 May within Eastertide.
Both Masses this day will be offered for that intention, and intercessions will be
made at the Mass at 10am at Holy Ghost. You can find further information here:
Day of Prayer for Survivors of Abuse 2021 | Clifton Diocese
DANIEL TURNER FROM ‘RIGHT TO LIFE UK’ WRITES: ‘There is extensive
evidence that many women in the Uyghur Muslim community in Xinjiang, China
are being subjected to forced abortions.
Ask your MP to support a NEW amendment to help stop forced abortion in
Xinjiang, China.
Lord Alton is currently championing a new amendment to the Trade Bill, to help
put international pressure on the Chinese Communist Party to stop the practice of
forced abortions and wider human rights abuses that evidence shows is being
perpetuated against the Uyghur community. The amendment passed in the Lords
on 23 February by 367 votes to 214, and is likely to be voted on in the Commons
shortly.

If you would like to email your MP asking them to support the amendment, you
can do this easily using a tool which has been set up on the Genocide Response
campaign website, which can be accessed by visiting this link’ https://
genocideresponse.org/.
We remember in our prayers: The Parish English Martyrs, Chard with
Crewkerne and Ilminster. The Holy Father’s Intentions for May: The
World of Finance - Let us pray that those in charge of finance will
work with governments to regulate the financial sphere and protect
citizens from its dangers. For our parishioners in hospital: Pia-Maria
Loram, Mia Brooke and June Cousins, and for their families at this time.
For an end to the pandemic.
Our Lady’s Lamp: is being offered this week for the Histon Family.
Mass in Syro-Malabar Rite: Second Sunday of the month at 2.30pm.
Parish Meetings: are postponed until further notice.
Hire of the Marian Hall: Closed until further notice.
Parish Office: Our Parish Administrator Sue Chant will be working from
home. She is available on the Parish Mobile Number 07856-989013 on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 10am to 12pm midday.
If you have any items for the Bulletin: please send to the Parish
Office by email: yeovil.holyghost@cliftondiocese.com.

PRAYER FOR GOD’S PROTECTION AGAINST COVID-19
VIRUS:
Bishop John Keenan of the Diocese of Paisley, Scotland suggests
that we can spiritually protect ourselves and our world against the
Coronavirus. He recommends that we pray the Protection Prayer
followed by the Rosary each day until the crisis ceases.
Prayer for God’s Protection against Covid-19 virus
Lord, you promised: “If my people humble themselves, pray, seek me and
turn from their wicked ways, I will hear and forgive their sins and restore
them” … (2 Chronicles 7:14)
Most Holy Trinity, in Jesus, the Only Begotten Son, You revealed Yourself as
the fount of life and unfathomable source of Divine Mercy, who listens to
Your People. We the people of England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland, and our
Isles, ask you to heed us amid this global pandemic of the Coronavirus that
we struggle to bear.
Father God we entrust ourselves into your Divine Mercy, through Our Lady,
Mother of Mercy and Her Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart, through St.
Michael and the Archangels, St. Joseph, and all our nations’ Saints and
Martyrs.

Merciful Jesus, hold out Your Healing Hand to rescue and safeguard us from
this disease, and turn our nations and our souls to You as our Saviour.
We ask this for our sick, elderly and vulnerable, for families with young
children, for our destitute and those suffering poor mental health.
Our Nations have forgotten You and sinned against You. We confess our sins
with the Prophet Daniel: “Lord, we have sinned against you, we have acted
wickedly, betrayed your commandments and turned from them. Integrity is
yours; ours the look of shame because of the sins we carry. Listen to us, open
Your eyes and see our plight. We do not rely on our own works but on Your
mercy as we commend our humble plea to you. Lord, listen, forgive and act!
For your own sake do not delay, because we, Your people, bear your name.
God Our Father, all forgiving and gentle, we implore your mercy,
intervention and healing. Through JESUS CHRIST our Lord in the power of
the Most Precious Blood. Amen.
Visit www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk for more details. The General Prayers
recommended by the Bishops, and prayed during our Holy Hour can be
found here: prayer-flu-viruses.pdf (cbcew.org.uk)

COME, LET US WORSHIP!: Father Jean-Patrice writes: Thanks be to God, we have
now left the restriction to stay at home, and from Monday 12 April, there has been the
further easing of restrictions with the opening of non-essential retail. Parishioners are
encouraged to come to Mass and to the church to pray if they are able to do so:
however the Livestream offers an opportunity to join in with the worship for those
who cannot for whatever reason.
While we are still some way from normality, we still need to keep the restrictions of
social distancing and cleaning. This requires the generosity of volunteers to steward
and clean. It will always be helpful to have extra volunteers to help. There are
documents which are available on request, but it may suffice to say that the touching
of surfaces should be minimised as much as possible, and should be cleaned
immediately after use. Also that the movement of parishioners should be regulated so
that they are kept at a safe distance from each other (excepting of course those who
live in the same household or bubble). Also, at least one steward should have basic
safeguarding training: they do not need to have a DBS, but they should do a simple
online EduCare course (see separate article by Margaret Gulliver).
Our church at Holy Ghost has been rearranged to form a side aisle. People sitting in
the Lady Chapel should come to Communion first, returning in the same way, then
everyone else should come to Communion down the centre aisle and return via the
one-way system down the side aisle.
The regular timetable is as below. As stated elsewhere, there will be an additional
Mass at Holy Ghost at 9am from Sunday 16 May to help parishioners come back to
Sunday Mass. The Mass this Bank Holiday Monday on 3 May is open to parishioners.
Saturday

5pm (First Mass of Sunday) (and 10am in May)

Holy Ghost

Sunday

9am Mass

St Michael’s

10.30am and 6.30pm Mass (and 9am from 16 May)

Holy Ghost

Monday

10am Mass

Livestream only

Tuesday

10am Mass

Holy Ghost

Wednesday

10am Mass

Holy Ghost

Thursday

10am Mass

St Michael’s

6pm Adoration, Rosary and Devotions

Holy Ghost

10am Mass and 7pm Mass (Latin)

Holy Ghost

Friday

The Bishops have said that the Obligation to go to Mass on Sunday remains
suspended. However, they are now encouraging us to come back to church for
Sunday. You can read their latest document here: Catholic Bishops Conference of England and
Wales (cbcew.org.uk) . In our case, at this time, only the 10.30 Sunday Mass is full. In order
to accommodate everyone, we will try to use more rigorously the spacing of one metre
since everyone is still obliged to wear a face covering. Parishioners who might feel
uncomfortable about that might want to go to one of the other Sunday Masses.

Although you can still turn up to go to Mass, it is recommended that you book a
place in order to ensure you have a seat. This only applies to the three Sunday Masses
at Holy Ghost. Booking is not available (since it is not necessary) for Masses at St
Michael’s, weekday Masses, or the Syro-Malabar Mass. At Holy Ghost, the pews have
been rearranged so that thirteen pews are available, plus four clusters of two chairs.
Since face coverings are now obligatory, we can now go to 1m+ distancing, or in other
words two people from different households at the end of the same pew, with a third
in the middle. You can read the full guidance at: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/sites/3/2020/06/Guidance-Acts-of-Worship-Mass-V10-03082020.pdf.
Face coverings are to be kept on for the entirety of the service: the only exception being
for the reception of Holy Communion where they should be unlooped, so that the
Sacred Host may be consumed in front of the minister. The minister will wear a face
covering for the distribution of Holy Communion, but otherwise will not do so as long
as he remains in the Sanctuary. As with shops and public transport, there are
legitimate exemptions for not wearing face coverings, so we should avoid jumping to
conclusions about those who are not wearing coverings. Although wearing a covering
is onerous for many, we should see the wearing of one as an act of charity towards
many of our parishioners who are still very nervous about coming to Mass.
As face coverings are not easy to wear for a sustained length of time, weekday
Masses will (generally) not have a homily. Parishioners who find the length of Mass
difficult should go to weekday Masses as there is no obligation to attend Mass on
Sunday (although the obligation to sanctify Sunday with prayer still remains).
However, it is required to use hand sanitiser on entering and leaving the building. It is
also essential to not come to church if you are showing any symptoms, such as
coughing.
How to book
This will be done through our Parish Administrator Sue Chant, who is on flexible
furlough. Please indicate which Mass you want to go to, and if you are part of a
household/bubble so that you can share a pew. You can do this by sending her an
email at the parish address: yeovil.holyghost@cliftondiocese.com, or by texting her on
the parish mobile phone on 07856-989013. Sue will be working from home, and will
not be available on the parish landline. Telephone booking will only be available
during her working hours of Monday, Wednesday and Friday between 10am and
12pm midday.
Please note:
At this point in time, it is not compulsory to book, but if you turn up to Mass and you
have not booked and the church is full, you will be asked by the steward to wait
outside. You are not permitted to enter the church if it is full, due to the social
distancing guidelines. These guidelines are for the safety of everyone and must be
complied with.

Dear friends and fellow parishioners,
If you have any concerns regarding a Safeguarding issue, feel free to
email me at our parish safeguarding email address:
PSR.yeovil.holyghost@parish.cliftondiocese.com
Alternatively, if you wanted to speak to me directly, I am a steward
each Friday morning at 10.00am Mass.
Keep safe and well. God bless.
Margaret Gulliver
For more Safeguarding information you can visit:
www.cliftondiocese.com/departments/safeguarding

Colliton Street – Dorchester – Dorset – DT1 1XH
collitonst@btinternet.com – www.dorchestertrust.co.uk

COVID-19
DTCP & Colliton Street Psychotherapy Services are able to offer the following
during this time of crisis.

KEY WORKERS in Dorset & Somerset
6 short-term counselling sessions free of charge to all those of you who work in
hospitals, health care, care homes, education, shops, essential service industries
and as carers in people’s homes. It may be possible to hold these sessions face
to face although mostly they are likely to be via telephone, Skype or Zoom.
You can contact us via our website www.psychotherapydorset.co.uk
or telephone/text 07714 330120.

COVID 19 – THE LORD’S LARDER, YEOVIL:
Matt Callaghan, YCST Operations Manager writes: ‘Since the 16th March
2020, The Lord's Larder has seen an unprecedented rise in demand,
tripling overnight. We currently help 380 people each week, that
compares with the 407 people we helped for the whole of February. We
would appreciate any support you can give the food bank at this time,
either with items of food or by financial donation.
Food Donations: as of today’s date (Wednesday 1st April 2020) food
donations are still being collected; Morrisons in Yeovil are dedicating
their currently closed café to support this. Food donations can also be
placed in Yeovil's main Tesco, Asda, Lord's Larder Collection Trolleys or
in Waitrose Crewkerne Collection Basket.
You can also still place
donations in The Lord's Larder Basket located in the reception area of
The Gateway Building, Postcode - BA20 1QN - (located behind the AKS
Renault building next to Ninesprings Country Park) - between 10am and
2pm Monday - Friday. If you need help carrying your donations from the
car, please deliver in the morning when we have our willing volunteers
ready to help or phone ahead to arrange assistance for an afternoon
delivery.
Foods Currently in Short Supply: tinned ravioli, tins of macaroni
cheese, tins of spaghetti, tins of baked beans, tins of hot dogs, tins of
curry or chilli con carne, tinned potato, tinned sweetcorn, tinned peas,
jars of coffee, tins of fruit, any spare food carrier bags, toothpaste and
toothbrushes, dog food.
Financial Donations: Money can be donated to the ‘Lord's Larder’ or
‘The Lord's Larder Community Fund, please indicate preference, please
can all cheques be made out to ‘YCST’.
All cash to be placed in a strong sealed envelope and marked F.A.O. Yeovil Christian Support Trust - and delivered by hand to The Gateway
To Set up Standing Orders: Yeovil Christian Support Trust Charity
Account, Unity Trust Bank PLC, Birmingham, B1 2HB.
Sort Code 60-83-01
Account Number 20211112
Please send completed standing orders and Gift Aid forms to: YCST, c/o
The Treasurer, The Lord's Larder Office, The Gateway, Addlewell Lane,
Yeovil, Somerset, BA20 1QN.
Please remember if you are eligible for Gift Aid, please feel free to use a
Gift Aid Form as it will allow us to claim gift aid from the taxman at no
cost to you. Please let us know if you want to Gift Aid so that we can
keep a record of what Gift Aid is being claimed.
Many thanks for your continued support which is needed now more than
ever before.’
SOUTH SOMERSET DISTRICT COUNCIL: are assisting those who are
in particular need: free parcels to those who are shielded, and
chargeable parcels for those who are vulnerable. They are contactable
by phone at 01935-462462 or: SSDCwellbeing@southsomerset.gov.uk
or www.southsomerset.gov.uk.

DARE TO DREAM: Bishop Declan invites each
one of us to take time during this Lent and
Easter Seasons to reflect on the life of our
Diocese as we move forward out of the
pandemic. Inspired by the writings of Pope
Francis, ‘Dare to Dream’ encourages us to think
about God’s invitation to each one of us to shape the future of the Church,
particularly in this corner of the world. Each reflection is accompanied by a
video which we encourage you to watch before engaging with the scripture
offered. This resource can be used by individuals, by families or by already
established on-line parish groups.
An introductory session will help to orientate us for the weeks ahead. Each
session has a similar framework to follow. The reflections and videos will
appear on the Diocesan Website under the banner – ‘Dare to Dream’. We
are encouraged to read the accompanying resource before we set out on
this journey through Lent and later onwards to Eastertide. Each new video
and reflection will be available on the Friday before each Sunday of Lent
and Easter.
Taking time during Lent and Easter will enable all of us to contribute more
fully to the conversations that every deanery will be having to discern how
we grow our parishes to be places of mission, serving the poor and
responding out of our abundance to the needs of the local community and
the wider world.
The ‘Dare to Dream’ resource can be found on the Diocesan website: Dare
to Dream | Clifton Diocese.
COULD YOU BE A SCHOOL GOVERNOR?: Clifton Diocese is seeking to
recruit people to serve on school governing bodies. If are a practising
Catholic, believe in Catholic education, have enthusiasm and commitment,
then you can make a valuable contribution to the governing body of a
Catholic school. We currently have two vacancies for our Parish School of
St Gildas.
It also provides the opportunity to use your life/work skills and experience,
for the benefit of the children in our schools.
You can apply online to be a School Governor:
If you would like to apply to be a new Foundation Governor for St Gildas
Primary School, please complete our New Governor Nomination Form:
Form 2 | Clifton Diocese Schools and Colleges
and the ‘DBS Self
Declaration Form’ below.
If you are a Priest or Deacon within the Diocese, please complete
our Clergy Nomination Form: Form 1 | Clifton Diocese Schools and
Colleges and the ‘DBS Self Declaration Form’ below.
In addition to one of the above forms, the DBS Self Declaration
Form must also be completed by all candidates.
For information about the role, please see our Could you be a School
Governor leaflet: Could-you-be-a-School-Governor.pdf (cliftondiocese.com)
If you have any queries about the Foundation Governor role, please
contact Bill McEntee, Governance Officer bill.mcentee@cliftondiocese.com
or on 07710 094976.

BISHOPS
ISSUE
UPDATED
STATEMENT
ON
COVID-19
AND
VACCINATION: On behalf of the Bishops, the Department for Social Justice
of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales has issued a follow
up to its September 2020 statement – COVID-19 and Vaccination (24
September 2020).
+++
The development of a vaccine against COVID-19 presents an important
breakthrough in protecting others as well as oneself from the virus; a virus
which has not only caused a global pandemic and led to a huge loss of life but
has also placed a great burden on healthcare workers and systems.
Each of us has a duty to protect others from infection with its danger of
serious illness, and for some, death. A vaccine is the most effective way to
achieve this unless one decides to self-isolate.
At present, debate concerns the use of the vaccines developed by Pfizer &
BioNTech, Moderna, and AstraZeneca. Some have questioned the use of the
Astra Zeneca vaccine since it has been developed from cell-lines originating
from the cells of an aborted foetus in 1983.
The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith and the Pontifical Academy of
Life have expressed the view that one may in good conscience and for a grave
reason receive a vaccine sourced in this way, provided that there is a
sufficient moral distance between the present administration of the vaccine
and the original wrongful action.
In the COVID-19 pandemic, we judge that this grave reason exists and that
one does not sin by receiving the vaccine.
Both the Pfizer & BioNTech and Moderna vaccines have a different source
since they are mRNA-based vaccines. On 2 December 2020, the Pfizer &
BioNTech vaccine was approved for use in the UK.
Each Catholic must educate his or her conscience on this matter and decide
what to do, also bearing in mind that a vaccine must be safe, effective, and
universally available, especially to the poor of the world.
Catholics may in good conscience receive any of these vaccines for the good
of others and themselves. In good conscience, one may refuse a particular
vaccine but continues to have a duty to protect others from infection.
Right Reverend Richard Moth
Chair, Department of Social Justice
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales
Father Jean-Patrice writes: There are some other sources that parishioners can consult to inform
their consciences. The first is the statement from the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith:
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/vatican-cdf-says-use-of-anti-covid-vaccines-morally-acceptable/
There is also the statement from the Anscombe Bioethics Centre:
http://www.bioethics.org.uk/images/user/covidbriefing2.pdf and also an interview with Dr
Helen Watt from the Centre: https://cruxnow.com/interviews/2020/11/users-have-someresponsibility-to-seek-ethically-developed-vaccines-expert-says/
Amongst other articles on the subject, there is this one:
How to Object to an Abortion-Tainted COVID-19 Vaccine| National Catholic Register
(ncregister.com)

IF YOU ARE STRUGGLING WITH DOMESTIC VIOLENCE:
WomansAid - National Domestic Violence Helpline – 0808 2000 247
The Mix – Advice for the under 25yrs. – 0808 808 4994
Advice for Male Victims of Domestic Violence - 0808 8801 0327
Childline – Deals with a vast variety of children concerns including Domestic
Violence. 0800 1111
https://www.csas.uk.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Guidance-Supporting-people
-who-may-be-experiencing-domestic-violence.pdf

