
Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Clifton  www.cliftondiocese.com  

Clifton Diocese (a company limited by guarantee)  

Registered Charity No. 1170168 

Church of the Holy Ghost, Yeovil  

Parish Address: 73 Higher Kingston, Yeovil, Somerset, BA21 4AR  

Also serving  

Church of St Michael, Lightgate Road, South Petherton, TA13 5AJ  

Chapel of Our Lady and St Augustine of Canterbury, HMS Heron Royal Naval Air 

Station, Yeovilton, BA22 8HT  

Parish Office Email: yeovil.holyghost@cliftondiocese.com    

Parish Telephone: 01935-423549  

www.rc-churchyeovil.org 

facebook @yeovilcatholic 

ROSARY: Before weekday Masses at Yeovil, and before Sunday Mass at South 

Petherton. All welcome.  

CONFESSIONS: Saturday 9.15–9.45am; 4.15pm–4.45pm  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: On request. Please inform one of the clergy if you 

are going into hospital. If possible, please seek anointing beforehand.  

BAPTISMS: By appointment. Adults seeking to know more about the Catholic 

Faith should speak to the Parish Priest, and/or come to the Journey in Faith (RCIA) 

sessions.  

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Six months notice for weddings.  

HOLY ORDERS: Any man considering a vocation to the Priesthood or Permanent 

Diaconate should speak to one of the clergy. 

Served by the Missionaries of Saint Francis de Sales (Fransalians 

- MSFS)  

Parish Clergy: Father Jean-Patrice Coulon MSFS; Father Jose Maliekal 

MSFS  

Priests resident in the Parish: Father David O’Regan;  Father Peter 

Clarke (Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham) 

Parish Administrator: Sue Chant (Mon, Weds and Fri 9:30am to 1.30pm)  

Parish Safeguarding Officers: Mrs Margaret Gulliver and Mrs Christine 

O’Rourke. The Diocesan Safeguarding Office can be contacted at 0117-

954 0993. 

PARKING AT HOLY GHOST: The Car Park in the Marian Hall is 
controlled so that only those who are elderly and infirm may park there 
for Sunday Masses. Permits may be applied for to the Parish Priest. 
Parking permits are available to park for everyone in the nearby  
Hospital Multi-Storey Car Park, upon application to the Parish Office. 

http://www.cliftondioces.com


Mass and Service Times for the Week Ahead 

Saturday 7th December - First Mass of Sunday 

5.00pm Abraham Polakkatil RIP (Mr George Joseph) Holy Ghost 

Sunday 8th December - Second Sunday of Advent (Year A)  

9.00am Celebrant’s Intention St Michael’s 

10.30am Ewelina Karkut RIP (First Anniversary) (Mrs M Kobos) Holy Ghost 

6.30pm Pro Populo Holy Ghost 

Monday 9th December - Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary - Primary Patron of the Diocese 

10.00am Intentions of John and Nicky Dillon (Mrs S Stirling) Holy Ghost 

Tuesday 10th December - Weekday of Advent 

8.00am Holy Souls (November List) 17 Holy Ghost 

10:00am Shaun Patrick Duffy RIP (Foundation Mass) Holy Ghost 

Wednesday 11th December - Memorial of Saint Damasus I, Pope 

6.30am Votive Mass of Our Lady in Advent - ‘RORATE CAELI’ 

Holy Souls (November List) 18 - Followed by Adoration until 10am 

Holy Ghost 

10:00am June Burgess RIP (Miss C Allen) Holy Ghost 

Thursday 12th December - Memorial of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

8.00am Holy Souls (November List) 19 Holy Ghost 

10.00am Celebrant’s Intention St Michael’s 

12.15pm Next Mass on 9th January 2020 RNAS Yeovilton 

6.30pm Intentions of Naomi Brennan (Mr and Mrs F Brennan) 

Followed by Adoration until 10pm 

Holy Ghost 

Friday 13th December - Memorial of Saint Lucy, Virgin, Martyr 

10.00am Living and Deceased Members of the Batchelder Family (Foundation Mass) 

Followed by Adoration (Benediction at 11.15am) 

Holy Ghost 

3.00pm Adoration until 6pm (Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3pm) Holy Ghost 

6.00pm Sarah Keith RIP (Mr L Heap) - Latin Mass (EF) Holy Ghost 

Saturday 14th December - Memorial of Saint Ambrose, Bishop, Doctor of the Church 

10.00am Holy Souls (November List) 20 Holy Ghost 

 First Mass of Sunday  

5.00pm Intentions of Michael and Mary McLaughlin (Golden Wedding Anni-

versary) (Mr and Mrs F Brennan) 

Holy Ghost 

Sunday 15th December - Third Sunday of Advent  Gaudete Sunday 

9.00am Pro Populo St Michael’s 

10.30am Special Intention (Mr and Mrs M Novak) Holy Ghost 

6.30pm Tony Hawthornthwaite RIP (Mrs B Hawthornthwaite) Holy Ghost 



ADVENT DEVOTIONS: In this holy season, where we are invited to watch and 

wait for the Lord who is to come, there is a possibility with meeting with the Lord 

in Eucharistic Adoration and the Mass. There will be three Masses at times other 

than the usual one of 10am: on Wednesdays at 6.30am in the morning; Thursdays 

at 6.30pm in the evening; and the Latin Mass on Fridays at 6pm. Adoration will be 

on Wednesdays from 7am to 10am; Thursdays from 7pm to 10pm and Fridays 

from 3pm to 6pm (with recitation of the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3pm). Please sign 

up for an hour so that there are at least two people in the church at any one time. 

There will also be Visiting Confessors: Father Peter Clarke will be at the Holy 

Ghost on Saturdays 14th and 21st December from 3.45pm to 4.45pm. There will 

also be a Day of Adoration on Friday 20 December during which priests will be 

available at certain times. As well as the usual Saturday times, and by request, 

parishioners are encouraged to avail themselves of the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

in preparation for Christmas. 

THE LORD’S LARDER CHRISTMAS COLLECTION THIS SUNDAY: 
Last year we had our sixth "Bumper Collection" for the Lord's Larder 
Christmas Parcels. Thanks to you all it was a great success and we 
handed in well over 1000 items! Very sadly the need for food etc. for 
those in need is greater than ever. Any food would be most 
welcome, but particularly a priority would be for any types of 
Christmas foods such as: 

Christmas Puddings and Cakes, Yule Logs, Mince Pies 

Christmas Biscuits, Chocolates, Sweets 

Sweet or Savoury Christmas Nibbles i.e. Crisps and Peanuts 

Tins of Ham and also Household Products and Toiletries 

Please only donate in-date food and unfortunately they cannot use 
homemade foods such as jam etc. 

We will have special boxes at the back of the Holy Ghost Church and 
St Michael’s Church, and in the Parish Centre. If you can't get out to 
a shop we are also happy to have money which we will use to buy 
the items the Larder is short of. Please hand all monies to the people 
collecting after each Mass this weekend of 7th/8th December. 

RORATE CAELI MASS: The 6.30am Mass on Wednesday will follow the tradition 

of being a Votive Mass of Our Lady in Advent. ‘Rorate Caeli’ comes from the words 

of the Entrance Antiphon ‘Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let the 

clouds rain down the Just One; let the earth be opened and bring forth a 

Saviour” (Isaiah 45, 8). The Mass is held in candlelight. As the Mass progresses, so 

progressively it becomes light outside. And so it is symbolic as Advent helps us to 

prepare to welcome the Light of the World, Jesus our Saviour, who is brought to us 

by Our Lady.  



THE YEAR OF COMMUNION: 

8th December - Second Sunday of Advent 

The season of Advent is a very real time of 
waiting and hoping. It might not feel like this 
because we are so busy doing, rushing from 
one shop to another, busy in the kitchen, 
anxiously checking this and checking that, just to ensure that the one 
day that has become ‘Christmas’ is a real success. When we stop and 
ponder on the mystery that is unfolding before us we might find 
ourselves wondering about who is waiting and who is hoping, Is it us or 
is it the Lord? It is likely that in our hearts we do have a real sense of 
longing and of hoping for God and if this is the case how much more 
might God be longing for us? So many things can get in the way of us 
experiencing the intimacy of God who longs to console us, to wrap arms 
around us, to hold us. Advent is a good time to reflect on what might be 
getting in the way of us being intimate with God. What are the things 
that prevent us from feeling confident in the presence of God? Though it 
is important to prepare for Christmas on a practical level, we might want 
to guard against avoiding the need to prepare on a spiritual level, 
because the tinsel has become all important. 

A CHRISTMAS MESSENGER: Is coming to St John’s Church in Yeovil on 

Saturday 14th December at 2:00pm  It is a fun-filled production suitable for all ages 

and families. It is a  comedic look at the nativity story told from the point of view of 

a very special character who discovers there is no part for her in this year’s nativity 

play. Tickets in advance are: £8 for adults, £5 for children, £20 family ticket (up to 2 

adults, 2 children) or on the day: £10 for adults and £7 for children, £26 family 

ticket (up to 2 adults, 2 children). You can buy tickets online at www.oddments-

theatre.co.uk/tickets-family-shows or by phoning us on 01935 471547’. 

CLIFTON DIOCESAN 2020 LITURGICAL DIRECTORIES: are now on sale at the 

back of both Churches. The Diary is £6 and the Directory is £5.  The small blue 

Parish Diaries are also at the back of the church and are free of charge. 

‘THE GOD WHO SPEAKS’: Father 

Jean-Patrice writes: This is the name 

given by the Bishops of England and 

Wales for the Year of reflection on 

the Bible which started on the First 

Sunday of Advent. Within the 

resources available, there is an 

Advent Bible Course looking at 

how God speaks to His people through: Signs; Prophets; Witnesses and 

Lives. This course will be on the following two Thursdays: 12th 

December and 19th December at 7.15pm in the Presbytery at Holy 

Ghost. You can find all the resources for yourself at http://

www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/the-god-who-speaks/  

http://www.oddments-theatre.co.uk/tickets-family-shows
http://www.oddments-theatre.co.uk/tickets-family-shows
http://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/the-god-who-speaks/
http://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/the-god-who-speaks/


FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2020: Father Jean-Patrice writes: ‘Classes will begin in 

January on Wednesday afternoons for children who are in Year 3 or above to make 

their First Holy Communion in June 2020. It will be necessary for parents to enrol 

their children with me or Father Jose on these two following Sundays (7/8 

December; 14/15 December) after Mass. No further enrolment will be possible after 

this time.’ 

The first meeting with children and parents will take place at 3.45pm in the Library 

of  St. Gildas School on Wednesday 15th January. 

Children from all schools in the parish are invited to attend. 

In order to receive Our Lord Jesus in the Holy Eucharist for the 1st time, it is 

essential  that the children are well prepared.’ 

CHRISTMAS QUIZ 2019: 

Margaret Want (producer of the 

annual quiz sheets) writes: ‘Even 

though there is no Christmas 

Fayre this year, there will still be 

the opportunity to purchase and 

take part in the annual Christmas 

Quiz. Who could resist the 

challenge for only £1!  The first 

page is general knowledge and 

the second page is a puzzler.  Every £1 raised will go towards the Marian 

Hall Building Fund.  Go on have a go! (answers are easy to research).  

The sheets will be on sale from 8th December 2019, after Mass. 

Winning entries will be announced after the Christmas Carol Service 

Cream Tea in the Marian Hall on Sunday 22nd December 2019.’ 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE:   Thank you to those 

of you who have returned your completed 

raffle ticket stubs and money.  If you have 

not yet returned them, please can you either 

return the tickets or try and sell them to 

family and friends.   

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE PRIZES: If anyone is 

able to approach their work place to ask if 

they are able to donate a prize towards the 

raffle we would be most grateful. 



We remember in our prayers: The Cathedral Parish of SS Peter and 
Paul, Clifton. The Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions for December:  The 
Future of the Very Young - That every country take the measures 
necessary to prioritize the future of the very young, especially those 
who are suffering.   

Last Sunday’s Offering: amounted to £549.26. Many thanks for your 
generosity.  

Polish Mass: Every Sunday at 4.30pm.  

The Traditional Latin Mass in the Extraordinary Form of the 
Roman Rite: Every Friday at 6.00pm (except August). 

Mass in the Syro-Malabar Rite: Second Sunday at 2.30pm.  

Mass at RNAS Yeovilton: Every First Thursday at 12.15pm (except 
August).  

Eucharistic Adoration: See notice in bulletin. 

Ecumenical Prayer Group: First Monday of the month at the Parish 
Centre at 7.30pm.  

Hire of the Marian Hall: Via the Parish Office email or telephone.  

If you have any items for the Bulletin: please send to Sue Chant by 
Tuesday evening at email: yeovil.holyghost@cliftondiocese.com. 

CAROL SERVICE AT WEST CAMEL CHURCH: Carol Service at Church of All 

Saints, West Camel on Sunday 15th December at 3.30pm. Some  

of our choir are singing there. Do come and join in. Refreshments  

afterwards.  

50/50 WINNERS DECEMBER:  1st Julie Deegan, No. 100, 2nd Ms H Lewandowski, 

No. 11 and 3rd Michael McLaughlin No. 59.  Well done! 

TAMBURINO HOSTS: A charity event in aid of the 
Marian Hall Building Fund on: 

Tuesday 14th January 2020  

3 Course meal plus Grand Raffle (6:45pm for 7pm 
start) 

Tickets available from: Tamburino, 8 South Western 
Terrace, Yeovil BA20 1NB or  phone 01935 700400  
£15 per person with £5 going directly to the Marian Hall Building Fund. 

PLUS LIVE MUSIC: from Teresa De Roberto 

’A versatile classical crossover and jazz vocalist 

with a big voice and even bigger personality’  

Please do join us on the evening to support us, in 

what looks to be a great social evening. You can 

visit their website: www.tamburino.co.uk 

mailto:yeovil.holyghost@cliftondiocese.com
http://www.tamburino.co.uk


General Election 2019   

Message from the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales  

The Lord Jesus said: ‘I have come so that they may have life  

and have it to the full.’ (John 10:10)  

This General Election is profoundly important to the United Kingdom. Catholics 

cannot simply “watch from the balcony.”1 Conscious of the common good of every 

person and our society as a whole, we ask everyone to engage with the election and 

vote.  

Honest political activity depends upon integrity. We urge all in public life to 

recognise that telling the truth, not making vindictive and abusive comments or 

unattainable promises, are essential.2   

The question of the United Kingdom’s place in Europe continues to dominate 

political discourse. In whatever way our future relationship with our closest 

neighbours develops, Britain must be committed to a positive engagement as a key 

international partner in promoting peace, security and responsible stewardship of 

the planet. As Pope Francis reminds us, “good politics is at the service of peace.”3  

Citizens have a duty to emphasise and help shape a politics rooted in the service of 

human rights and peace. The test of any policy should be its impact upon human 

dignity, particularly for the most disadvantaged in our society. In making 

judgments about how to vote, please consider carefully the following and ask your 

candidates how they would uphold:  

• The innate dignity of every human being; defending both the child in the womb, 

the good of the mother and an understanding of the immeasurable good of a child 

not yet born?  

• The dignified care for those who are terminally ill and dying while resisting the 

false compassion of assisted suicide or euthanasia?  

• The needs of those who are frequently neglected or discarded by society such as 

people with disabilities, Travellers, older people, those who are homeless, those in 

prison and those trapped in modern slavery?  

• The process of integration of migrants and refugees who have made their homes 

here4, challenging the global rise of xenophobia and racism that is so radically 

incompatible with our faith5?                                                               

• The rights of those in our own communities and overseas who “can see no end to 

the tunnel of extreme poverty,”6 providing them with assistance and confronting 

the structural injustices that compound their suffering?  

• Care for our common home and tackle the climate emergency which threatens 



 

the future of our entire human family and is already having a profound impact 

upon the world’s poorest people7?  

• Freedom of religion and belief, ensuring that everyone has the right to exercise 

their conscience and practise their creed freely without fear?    

• The cherishing of marriage, recognising the essential place of the family in the 

service of life and of society?  

• The right of parents to educate their children in accordance with their faith and 

support the work of Catholic schools in their contribution to society and their 

promotion of the common good?  

Jesus tells us “I have come so that they may have life and have it to the full.” 

Informed by the work of our parishes, schools and charities, we should all 

approach this election as an opportunity to promote life, dignity and human 

flourishing for all.   

We call on all Catholics to pray for the wellbeing of our society. May the Holy 

Spirit guide our choice as we seek together, and for all, “life to the full.”  

 

1 Pope Francis: Address to the Community of Christian Life – Missionary Students’ League of 

Italy (30/4/15)   

2 Cf: "loving the truth means not only affirming it, but rather living it, bearing witness to it in 

your work.” Pope Francis: Audience with National Council Order of Journalists (22/9/16)  

3 Pope Francis: Message for the 52nd World Day of Peace (1/1/19)  

4 Pope Francis: Message for the 104th World Day of Migrants and Refugees (14/1/18)  

5 World Council of Churches and Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development: 

Message from the conference on Xenophobia, Racism and Populist Nationalism in the Context of 

Global Migration (20/9/18)  

6 Pope Francis: Message for the 3rd World Day of the Poor (17/11/19)  

7 Pope Francis: Address to meeting on the energy transition and care of our common home 

(14/6/19)  

CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE: 

Although there is no Christmas 

Fayre this year we will be holding 

a Christmas Carol Service. 

On: Sunday 22nd December 

2019  

At:  2:30pm 

Refreshments at 3:45pm in the Marian Hall including Cream Tea, Mulled 

Wine and a Cake Stall Followed by the Grand Raffle Draw.  



WHY CATHOLIC SCHOOLS MATTER AT THIS GENERAL ELECTION: 

As a religious community we value our partnership with the government in the 

provision of Catholic education. It is a partnership which has flourished over the last 

170 years. The fruit of this partnership is the network of more than 2,200 Catholic 

schools across England and Wales, making the Church the second-largest provider 

of education in the country. 

This relationship has been a resounding success on a secular as well as a pastoral 

and spiritual level. Not only are Catholic schools some of the highest achieving in 

the country, they are also considerably more ethnically diverse and take in 

significantly more pupils from the poorest households than the national average. 

With this profile and record, the future existence of Catholic schools should be 

uncontroversial. However, we know this is not the case. Nationally, there are a 

number of organisations campaigning either to end the provision of schools in 

England which have a religious character or to transform the curriculum in such a 

way that it would remove the ability of Catholic schools to maintain their specific 

ethos. It is this ethos which makes our Catholic schools so unique and successful.    

So now, more than ever before, we cannot take the future of Catholic schools for 

granted. With the general election imminent and when political parties are 

canvassing for our support, it is important that we ask about a political party’s 

commitment to our community’s precious schools. 

It is still vital to remember that whoever forms the next government, whether 

comprised of a single party or a coalition, will implement a legislative agenda which 

could have a direct impact on both Catholic education and the curriculum that is 

taught in Catholic schools. We must be conscious too that some political parties, 

while holding favourable views on schools with a religious character generally, also 

hold policies that could damage Catholic education specifically. Therefore, it is vital 

you get answers on where a political party stands on the following issues. 

Core principles It is not sufficient for a Catholic school just to be called “Catholic”. 

There are core principles which protect their ethos and the distinctive education they 

provide. Among these are the ability to give priority in the school’s admissions 

criteria to Catholic children, the bishop’s right to appoint the majority of the school’s 

governors, the right to reserve the school’s senior leadership posts for Catholics; and 

the right to teach and inspect Catholic Religious Education.  

Religious Education Religious Education lies at the centre of the core curriculum in 

Catholic schools. Ten per cent of school time is dedicated to the subject and it is an 

academically rigorous theological discipline. Recently we have seen calls to abolish 

this and rename it “Worldviews” with a nationally set curriculum. Not only would 

this change the nature of the subject and reduce its importance, it could also result in 

the state determining how and what the Church teaches about the Catholic faith in 



Catholic schools – something that would be totally unacceptable. 

Support for school leaders, teachers and staff Our school leaders, teachers and support 

staff are outstanding in the work they do. We need to ensure that political parties are 

committed to supporting teachers and the vocation of teaching. We hope that any 

future government will continue to provide support for the formation of Catholic 

teachers through continuing professional development and teacher training. 

Relationships and Sex Education Catholic education is based on the formation of the 

whole child. Well-taught and age-appropriate Relationship and Sex Education (RSE) 

is an important part of this. However, even more important is the right of parents, as 

the primary educators of their children, to be fully consulted and to maintain their 

ability to withdraw their children from these lessons. While we are confident that 

the model curriculum in Catholic schools delivers RSE in accordance with the 

teachings of the Church and the wishes of parents, the same cannot be said for other 

schools. Hence for Catholic parents who do not have the option to send their child to 

a Catholic school, it is vital that this parental right remains in place. 

New Catholic schools Since 2010, the Church has had to find space for an additional 

50,000 pupils without being able to open new schools. As a community, we need to 

make sure that political parties remain committed to supporting the opening of new 

Catholic schools without a restriction on the proportion of Catholic children that 

they are free to admit. 

As a Catholic community, we have provided our schools as part of our commitment 

to the common good of society and the education of young people in our country. 

For many years these schools have flourished. Now it is time to speak up for them 

and do our civic and Catholic duty to ensure that they can continue to flourish for 

many years to come. 

Rt Rev Marcus Stock 

Bishop of Leeds  

Chairman of the Catholic Education Service 

Father Jean-Patrice writes: At the recent Election Hustings for the Yeovil Constituency 

hosted by our friends at the Yeovil Community Church, I asked a question based on the 

article above, on the position of the Candidates as to the right of parents to withdraw their 

children from Relationships and Sex Education. This seemed to be a controversial question, 

according to the reaction of the auditorium. The Candidates seemed to understand that this 

was effectively a question pertaining to religious liberty. As this was in a bundle of questions 

about education, and was the last question of the evening with very little time available, it 

was interesting to see the reaction of the Candidates. The Conservative and Green Candidate 

spoke about other questions and did not address this one, the Labour Candidate professed not 

to know the answer to a difficult question, and the Liberal Democrat Candidate suggested it 

should be up to schools to work with parents for an equitable solution. 


