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ROSARY: Before weekday Masses at Yeovil, and before Sunday Mass at South 

Petherton. All welcome.  

CONFESSIONS: Saturday 9.15–9.45am; 4.15pm–4.45pm  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: On request. Please inform one of the clergy if you 

are going into hospital. If possible, please seek anointing beforehand.  

BAPTISMS: By appointment. Adults seeking to know more about the Catholic 

Faith should speak to the Parish Priest, and/or come to the Journey in Faith (RCIA) 

sessions.  

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Six months notice for weddings.  

HOLY ORDERS: Any man considering a vocation to the Priesthood or Permanent 

Diaconate should speak to one of the clergy. 

Served by the Missionaries of Saint Francis de Sales (Fransalians 

- MSFS)  

Parish Clergy: Father Jean-Patrice Coulon MSFS; Father Jose Maliekal 

MSFS  

Priests resident in the Parish: Father David O’Regan;  Father Peter 

Clarke (Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham) 

Parish Administrator: Sue Chant (Mon, Weds and Fri 9:30am to 1.30pm)  

Parish Safeguarding Officers: Mrs Margaret Gulliver and Mrs Christine 

O’Rourke. The Diocesan Safeguarding Office can be contacted at 0117-

954 0993. 

PARKING AT HOLY GHOST: The Car Park in the Marian Hall is 
controlled so that only those who are elderly and infirm may park there 
for Sunday Masses. Permits may be applied for to the Parish Priest. 
Parking permits are available to park for everyone in the nearby  
Hospital Multi-Storey Car Park, upon application to the Parish Office. 

http://www.cliftondioces.com


Mass and Service Times for the Week Ahead 

Saturday 16th November - First Mass of Sunday 

5.00pm Maria George RIP (Mr George Joseph) Holy Ghost 

Sunday 17th November - Thirty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9.00am Holy Souls (November List) 6 St Michael’s 

10.30am Holy Souls (November List) 7 Holy Ghost 

6.30pm Pro Populo Holy Ghost 

Monday 18th November - Memorial of the Dedication of the Basilicas of Saints Pe-

ter and Paul, Apostles 

10.00am Intentions of Nicky and John Dillon (Mrs S Stirling) Holy Ghost 

Tuesday 19th November - Memorial of Saint Hugh of Lincoln 

8.00am Brigid Spellman RIP (Foundation Mass) Holy Ghost 

10:00am In Thanksgiving (Thomas and Smitha) Holy Ghost 

Wednesday 20th November - Weekday in Ordinary Time 

8.00am Brian and Judy Wallington RIP (Foundation Mass) Holy Ghost 

10:00am Deceased Members of the Parish (Miss R Hawkey and Miss P Histon) Holy Ghost 

Thursday 21st November - Memorial of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

8.00am Holy Souls (November List) 8 Holy Ghost 

10.00am Celebrant’s Intention St Michael’s 

10:00am Family Intention (Mr and Mrs Johns Thomas) Holy Ghost 

12.15pm Next Mass Thursday 5th December RNAS Yeovilton 

Friday 22nd November - Memorial of Saint Cecilia, Virgin, Martyr 

10.00am No Mass or Adoration this Friday Holy Ghost 

3.00pm No Adoration this Friday Holy Ghost 

6.00pm No Latin Mass this Friday Holy Ghost 

Saturday 23rd November - Our Lady on Saturday 

10.00am Holy Souls (November List) 9 Holy Ghost 

12:00pm Dennis O’Neill RIP (Mrs P Southgate) 

Latin Mass in the Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite  

Holy Ghost 

 First Mass of Sunday  

5.00pm In Thanksgiving to Saint Jude (Mrs P Ashworth) Holy Ghost 

Sunday 24th November - Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ King of the Uni-

verse (Last Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

9.00am Pro Populo St Michael’s 

10.30am John McLaughlin RIP (Friendship Club) Holy Ghost 

6.30pm Holy Souls (November List) 10 Holy Ghost 



SECOND COLLECTION THIS SUNDAY: Will be for the Marian Hall 

Regeneration Fund. Please see the report in this week’s Bulletin. 

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT SUNDAY: Will 

be for the Catholic Youth Service. Your generosity 

helps to fund the Diocesan Summer Camps, 

Youth Conferences, and will go towards funding 

to enable young people from the Clifton Diocese 

to travel to Wembley Arena Flame 2019. Your 

donation makes a real difference to young people 

in your parish and the Clifton Diocese.  

DIOCESAN YOUTH GATHERING: To 

celebrate National Youth Sunday (NYS) 2019 in 

the Clifton Diocese, we are holding our annual 

Diocesan Youth Gathering on Saturday 23rd November at St Bede’s Catholic 

College, Long Cross, Lawrence Weston, Bristol. There will be great speakers, 

workshops, Diocesan Youth Forum and WYD 2022 launch! The day will begin at 

11am and finish at 4pm. This event is for young people of Secondary School age 

and above. To book your place click on the NYS logo on 

www.cliftondiocese.com. 

CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE: 

Although there is no Christmas 

Fayre this year we will be holding a 

Christmas Carol Service. 

On: Sunday 22nd December 2019  

At:  2:30pm 

Refreshments at 3:45pm in the Marian Hall 

including Cream Tea, Mulled Wine and a Cake 

Stall Followed by the Grand Raffle Draw.  

Please do support us, as this is one of our 

main fundraisers over the year.  Tickets for 

the raffle will again be available after the 

Sunday Masses, and also from the Parish 

Office (Mon/Wed/Fri from 9:30am - 1:30pm) 

We would be grateful for any donations towards the raffle prizes and 

nearer the time, for donations of cakes for the cake stall. 

APF RED BOXES: Please could those of you who collected 

for Missio now return your Red Boxes to the Church as soon 

as possible, as they will now be emptied and counted in 

November.  Many thanks for your support. 

http://www.cliftondiocese.com


ELECTION HUSTINGS: As usual, there will be a Hustings hosted by the Yeovil 

Community Church (the GateWay), Addlewell Lane, Yeovil, BA20 1QN on 

Monday 25th November at 7pm. The following Candidates have indicated their 

presence: Diane Wood (Green); Marcus Fysh (Conservative); Mick Clark (Liberal 

Democrat); Terry Ledlie (Labour); and Tony Capozzoli (Independent). If you 

would like to submit a question, please include your full name and whether you 

intend to be present on the day, and send by email to hustings@yeovil.cc. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: Father Wilson Kottam MSFS, who unexpectedly died in his 

sleep just over a week ago at the age of 51 years old, which has been now been 

determined as a heart attack. Father Wilson was one of the Missionaries of St 

Francis de Sales who had come from India in the last few years to assist the English 

Province. He was serving as Assistant Priest in the Parish of Kettering, 

Northamptonshire, and was also the Chaplain to the local Syro-Malabar 

Community. His body will be repatriated to his home of Kerala in India at the 

earliest opportunity. A funeral Mass will be offered for him this Friday 22nd 

November at Kettering which will be attended by Father Jean-Patrice and Father 

Jose. There will be no Masses or Adoration therefore on that day, but the Parish 

Office will remain open at the usual time. Mass on Thursday at the Holy Ghost will 

be at 8am and 10am. 

POLISH COMMUNITY DAY AND 

CELEBRATION OF ST ANDREW’S DAY 

- “ANDRZEJKI”:  

On: Saturday 30th November  

At: 3:00pm  

In the Marian Hall, Yeovil 

Our Polish Community are hosting an event where 
we may learn something of their culture, following 
the events hosted by our Keralite and Filipino 
Communities. Poland is one of the countries where 
there is a special emphasis on St Andrew’s Day on 
30th November. Originally, this was a winter festival 
with various customs, but in Christian times it has 
become a social celebration just before the Season 
of Advent when there is penitence and fasting in 
preparation for the great festival of Christmas. 

Entry will be £2:50 Per Person. Entry on the door on the day. 

ALL money raised on the day will be in aid of the Marian Hall 
Regeneration Fund. 

There will an opportunity to come along and try traditional food and 
drinks and see presentations about Polish culture. 

Please do come along and support the celebrations. 

mailto:hustings@yeovil.cc


RAISE FREE DONATIONS FOR THE MARIAN HALL BUILDING 

FUND: Do you shop online? Would you like to help raise money towards 

the Marian Hall Building Fund free of charge? 

There is no catch, no fees and no hassle. All you need to do is click via 

‘TheGivingMachine’ every time you shop online. It’s as simple as that!   

We have signed up as ‘Holy Ghost Parish Yeovil’, and are known as ‘The 

Cause’. 

HOW TO REGISTER AS A GIVER: Go to www.thegivingmachine.co.uk 

and register.  There are some leaflets at the back of the Church showing 

you alternative ways to sign up via a QR code (if you have a Smart 

Phone just open the camera app on your phone and hover it over the QR 

code it will automatically find the app which you can then download onto 

your phone), via downloadable apps or the website.  Please do take 

some and encourage  family and friends to support us. 

There are over 2,000 retailers signed up who give a percentage of what 

you spend online to charitable causes. Andrew Batchelder will be 

available after Mass on Sunday in Yeovil to answer any questions, or else 

you can ask Sue in the Parish Office. 

SHOEBOX APPEAL 2019: We are 
collecting filled shoeboxes 
Blythswood Care Shoebox Appeal 
2019.  Whether the box you fill is 
for a small child, teenager, adult or 
elderly person, please do know that 
the impoverished recipients are 
extremely grateful and bring your 
act of kindness brings them much 
joy and happiness. The boxes will 
be collected on Friday 22nd 
November at 9:00am, so please 
make sure you leave your boxes at 
the back of the Church or drop off 
at the Presbytery by Thursday 
21st November. Boxes received 
after that will not be sent. 

http://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk


We remember in our prayers: The Parish of St Mary, Bath. The Holy 
Father’s Prayer Intentions for November:  Universal – Communication 
and Reconciliation - That a spirit of dialogue, encounter and 
reconciliation emerges in the Near East, where diverse religious 
communities share their lives together. For the Holy Souls.  For the 
repose of the souls of John McLaughlin (Requiem Mass on Thursday 28th 
November, 10:00am at the Holy Ghost) and for Isa Law, recently 
deceased. 

Last Sunday’s Offering: amounted to £485.65. Many thanks for your 
generosity.  

Polish Mass: Every Sunday at 4.30pm.  

The Traditional Latin Mass in the Extraordinary Form of the 
Roman Rite: Every Friday at 6.00pm (except August). 

Mass in the Syro-Malabar Rite: Second Sunday at 2.30pm.  

Mass at RNAS Yeovilton: Every First Thursday at 12.15pm (except 
August). (In November, on the Second Thursday) 

Eucharistic Adoration: After the 10am Friday Mass until 11.15am for 
Benediction, then from 3pm to 6pm (Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3pm). 

Ecumenical Prayer Group: First Monday of the month at the Parish 
Centre at 7.30pm.  

Hire of the Marian Hall: Via the Parish Office email or telephone.  

If you have any items for the Bulletin: please send to Sue Chant by 
Tuesday evening at email: yeovil.holyghost@cliftondiocese.com. 

A FUTURE FULL OF HOPE - The Year of Prayer:   

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

All forms of media give us instant access to the horrors 

which can unfold around the world. Concerns about 

climate change, wars around the globe and increasing knife crime in our own 

country are all possible causes for us to feel anxious about the state of our world 

and concerned about the future. Yet our liturgy today has a very strong message 

which encourages us not to be afraid, but to trust in God. We are to hold firm in 

faith, bearing witness to the hope which are belief gives us. Christ dwells with us, 

we are not alone. Let us proclaim this for all who have no faith that they may see in 

us the trust we have in God’s abundant love and care for us. 

Bishop Declan is inviting our diocesan community to come together for 
the launch of the 'Year of Communion' on Friday 22 November at 
7.00pm in our Cathedral. Bishop Declan invites us to join him at a 
celebration of Evening Prayer during which he will present to each 
parish, community and school, the resources for the Year of 
Communion, which starts Sunday 1 December. As with the Year of 
Mission & Year of Prayer, each community will be called forward to 
receive the year’s resources. 

mailto:yeovil.holyghost@cliftondiocese.com


THE BIBLE AT THE END OF LIFE: Within the initiative “The God Who Speaks” of the 

Bishops of England and Wales, there is a monthly focus. As it is November, it is on 

Scripture at the end of life as we focus on the Holy Souls this month. The following two 

articles from Lynn Bassett are from the dedicated website where you can find many other 

features https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/the-god-who-speaks/. 

Death and Dying 

In the 1990s there was a popular mnemonic: WWJD. It stands for ‘What Would 

Jesus Do?’. I still have the cloth bracelet attached to my keyring and, more 

importantly, it is a phrase that still comes readily to mind in moments of choices 

and decisions. The New Testament gives copious examples of what Jesus did in the 

variety of encounters he experienced. It also provides insight into what Jesus was 

like and therefore what we are called to be like too. 

Scripture, both 

the Old 

Testament and 

the New, offers 

a wonderful 

resource to help 

us navigate 

through life. 

For Christians, 

it is more than 

just a library of 

wisdom, stories 

and historical 

data; Christians believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God. Further, St Paul 

describes it as “alive and active” (Hebrews 4:12). In other words, if we allow it, 

Scripture is the way that God can speak to us today, as Church and as individual in 

the normality of our everyday life. 

In this article, I would like to consider two points: firstly, accepting the Word of 

God as gift and secondly the value of learning by heart. Their importance has 

emerged for me during my experience as a hospital and hospice chaplain. It is a 

privileged role that allowed me to be alongside many different people, often at the 

most challenging times of their lives and at times when God can seem both very 

near and very far away. Scripture, the Word of God, has the power to speak into 

every situation in a personal and sometimes surprising way. Its familiarity can 

bring comfort, healing and peace. Familiarity, when we need it, demands that we 

take opportunities, now, to become familiar with our Bible and with the wisdom it 

contains. We hear Scripture proclaimed at Mass, we might join a study group in 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/the-god-who-speaks/


our parish or subscribe to one of the many publications that offer a programme of 

short passages of Scripture to reflect upon each day; we meet Scripture, and 

especially the Psalms, in the recitation of the Daily Office; and we can mull over 

Scripture by using the technique of lectio divina so that the words sink deep into our 

consciousness where they can resonate with and relate to our current 

circumstances. 

The Word of God comes to us as gift, I would suggest, when a verse of Scripture 

pops into our heads seemingly quite unbidden. As a hospital chaplain, there are 

often moments where spontaneous prayer at the bedside is called for. It would be 

cumbersome, and break the atmosphere, if I were to pause, bring out a Bible and 

leaf through for an appropriate reference. (Although the Gideon Bible does provide 

suggestions of passages for many different situations and moods when we can’t 

find the verse we need for ourselves.) In these spontaneous moments, the Holy 

Spirit seems more than willing to provide. Words of comfort suddenly take on a 

very intimate tone, as if spoken directly to the person in front of me. For example, 

the words of Jesus himself, “Come to me, all you who labour and are 

overburdened, and I will give you rest. Shoulder my yoke and learn from me, for I 

am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” (Matthew 

11:28-29). It never ceases to fill me with a spine-tingling sense of awe when the 

person I have been praying with says something like, “How extraordinary that you 

should choose that passage; it has a particular meaning for me.” Other times sick 

people have asked me to sing with them. Then, it is wonderful to find the words of 

Psalm 23, or the Magnificat spilling effortlessly from my lips. 

Learning by heart is something that people of a certain generation will remember 

from their schooldays. Now, in our data-rich age, education tends to favour 

knowing where to look an item up, but in times of ministry as above, in times of 

illness and especially as death approaches we do not always have the facility or 

ability to Google. These are the times, I believe, when we will be grateful for the 

store of Scripture we carry in our minds and hearts; the words we have learnt by 

faithful repetition over the years. The Lord’s Prayer is a primary example. It is an 

extraordinary privilege to sit with someone suffering from dementia, who rants 

and writhes during general conversation but, as the spoken words of the Our 

Father begin to sink in, becomes still, quiet and peaceful. It is a powerful reminder 

of the presence of God at the centre of the encounter; as Jesus promised when he 

said, “For where two or three meet in my name, I shall be there with 

them” (Matthew 18:20). 

There is a word of Scripture for every time and season of our lives. The more we 

know and explore; the more we will have to draw upon when we need. I believe 

that God longs for us to hear him speaking to us; Scripture is the language that he 

often chooses to use. Let us listen more intently to his Word. 



The Value of Scripture at the end of life 

The rite for the commendation of the dying, found in the Pastoral Care of the Sick, 

begins with a number of short texts that may be recited with the dying person. The 

first five, read slowly and sequentially, reiterate the hope for our salvation through 

Jesus Christ: “Who can separate us from the love of Christ?” (Romans 8:35) … 

“Whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s” (Romans 14:8) … “We have an 

everlasting home in heaven” (2 Corinthians 5:1) … “We shall be with the Lord for 

ever.” (1 Thessalonians 4:17) … “We shall see God as he really is.” (1 John 3:14) 

Death and life 

thereafter are 

matters that we tend 

not to dwell upon 

and so, when they 

manifest in the life a 

loved one or even 

threaten our own 

mortality, we may 

struggle to know 

how to respond and 

what to do and say. 

A recent survey commissioned by the Catholic resource, The Art of Dying Well 

(https://www.artofdyingwell.org/) found that few of us feel really prepared for the 

challenge of sitting with a loved one as their life ebbs away. It can be a sharing of 

the experience of the agony in the garden (Matthew 26:36-46; Mark 14:32-42; Luke 

22:39-49) as the dying person suffers, both spiritually and physically, and their 

family watch on, like the disciples, feeling tired and helpless. 

At these times the letter of St James (5:14) offers a heartening and practical 

prescription, 

“If one of you is ill, he should send for the elders of the church, and they must 

anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord and pray over him. The prayer of faith 

will save the sick man and the Lord will raise him up again: and if he has 

committed any sins, he will be forgiven.” 

The Sacrament of the Sick provides strength and healing to the dying and their 

families. Healing is spiritual and sometimes physical too; it is inextricably bound 

up with the forgiveness of sin and a resulting sense of peace. 

Within end-of-life care it is widely accepted that hearing is the last of the five 

senses to fade away; thus familiar readings and prayers can offer spiritual comfort 

and consolation right up until the moment of death, and beyond for family 

https://www.artofdyingwell.org/


members and friends. On one occasion, when I was chaplain to the hospice, I sat 

with several religious sisters gathered around the bed of one of their congregation. 

It was early in the morning and, as the rising sun bathed the bed in light, it seemed 

natural to suggest that we recite morning prayer together. The oft-repeated verses 

of the psalms served to quell the feeling of helplessness in the room and, I hope, 

offered the dying sister a sense of normality, hope and peace. 

The origin of the Lord’s Prayer can be found in three of the four gospels (Matthew 

6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4; John 17:1-3). The words of the Hail Mary echo those of the 

Angel Gabriel at the Annunciation (Luke 1:28) and Elizabeth at the Visitation (Luke 

1:42-43). For those who have prayed the Rosary throughout their life, the gentle 

rhythm of the decades recited around the bedside can be profoundly comforting. 

Similarly, words of Scripture read at the bedside vigil may find resonance for 

relatives in the time of bereavement that follows. The verses from John 14:1-6, often 

read at funerals, recall Jesus’ reassurance to his disciples as he tried to find a way to 

say goodbye, “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God still, and trust in 

me. There are many rooms in my Father’s house; …” Many family members have 

told me how reassuring it is to hear these same words of Scripture weaving 

together the last days of their loved one with the farewell at the funeral. 

When I am dying, if I die in this way, I hope that someone will sit beside my bed 

and read aloud the Liturgy of the Hours that maintain the rhythms of my day. I 

hope they will pray the familiar words of the Our Father, the Hail Mary and the 

Glory be, in the gentle Litany of the Rosary, and reassure me with the words of 

Jesus as He prepared to leave his friends, “Peace I bequeath to you, my own peace I 

give you , a peace the world cannot give, this is my gift to you. Do not let your 

hearts be troubled or afraid.” (John 14:27). It may be helpful to reflect on the words 

of scripture that you would like to hear as you prepare for that great encounter 

with the Lord. Write them down, share them with someone close to you so that if 

and when the time comes, they will have the reassurance of knowing what you 

would like and what they can do, and you can have the comfort of the living Word 

of God leading you and guiding you to the hope that lies beyond this earthly life. 
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